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thnMb no one neoti to his Grace the 
Duke of Buecleugh and Queensberry, the 
Noble Patron of the parish^ io^ vtHom t 
tould dedicate my Description of the Ahhies 
of Melrose and Old Melrose^ with gfeaier 
propriety than yourse^f^ from u^hom I have 
ventured to solicit^ and have been ^so forr 
lunate as to obtain the favour^ which 1 
wanted both courage and opportunity to 
ask of his Grace. Por, though the vene- 
rable ruin at Melrose has been long known 
and admired^ yet you^ who may be said to 
have lent its beauties a tongue, have certainly 
prindpcMy contributed to its being now 
more generally known^ and rendered it an 
object of much greater interest^ not onl^ in 
its more immediate vicinity^ but also to 
strangers. But the apology which may be 
necessary to the public for the defects of a 
production like this, will 1 hope be found 
in Us proceeding from the pen of a man who 



aiiempts no more than a plain description 
of some of the beauties which he is from his 
situation daily called on to point out, and 
who ventures even on this only, after being 
many times pressed to it, and having long 
waited in expectation of seeing it under^ 
taken by some one more able to do it justice. 
That your very interesting pen may be long 
Employed to rouse the noblest feelings of the 
soul to the highest ends — to lead men by 
every arf through the flowery mazes of 
fqncy to views of their supremest good^ and 
ever succeed in leaving them better than it 
found them, is {as one who, from daily con^ 
templdting some of the f nest productions of 
art mouldering into dust, and consigning the 
most admirable frame in natune to its last 
abode, must be often led to serious reflection 
on those things which will survive, the wreck 
of time), the earnest prayer cf, . 

SIR, 

your m^st devoied 

and obliged humble Servant^ 

JOHN BOWER. 
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LD Melrose, or Malerose, wTiicli is a mile 
and a half from Melrose Abbey to the east, was Irvine's 

History, 

originally called Mull-ross^ signifying abate pro- »• ^^*- 
montory; Ross, in the ancient language, sig- 
iiifyiDg a peninsula, and Mull, bare. Its name 
of Malerose is derived ( according to a vulgar 
tradition) from a young Princess who came 
from one of the Islands of the Archipelago, 
where a custom prevailed, that whenever a 
young woman lost her virtue, she should 
suffer death. This young Princess having in- 
curred the penalty, could no longer remain in 
her native country with safety. To consult 
what should be done she therefore called to* 
gether her priests, who gave their unanimous 



opinion^ that it was necessary for her to qoit^ 
her country, sail through the MediterraoeaD to ' 
the Atlantic Ocean> and then bend ber course 
northwards, for an island called Hibernia. The 
priests, as a mark of their attachment, likewise 
offered to aeeompany ber wherever she w^t, 
for the good of her soul, and to direct her in bee 
endeavours to atone for her ptst error. Theyac^ 
cord iogly set sail> and at length landedat Dqpbar^ 
a place in East Lothian. She soon lefttbattown, 
and came to the pleasant banks of the Tweedy 
, which she crossed at a place called the Monii^'- 
ford, and fixed her abode on the beautiful spat 
of ground immediately ^djeiniog ; where she 
resolved to remain, and erect an Abbey in whicb 
to pass ber days in solitude, and in the worsh^ 
of God ; the place thenceforward being called 
Malerose, (a rose sullied or tarnished by amale)^ 
in allusion, says the tradition, to her misfar- 
tune.i — ^This place, almost surrounded by the 
Tweed, is famous for its ancient MottMtery> as 
it was one of the first seats in the kingdom of 
the CuldeeSi whose garb was black, and whose 

Preface to 

the Irish religious profession admitted ofnothing but what 
^ 90, 1^ contained in the Scriptures. Bede observes . of 



ih€iit^ that they were diligent observers of the 
works of piety and eharitjj \ivhich tbejr learnecl^ 
from the apostolic writings; ia liviiig according 
to the purity and simplicity of which they long 
maintained themselves against the canons and 
ordinances of the Church of Rome^ often so 
piuch pressed upon them by its disciples and 
votaries. 

There are no certain accounts by whom this 
Monastery was founded^ but it is likely that it a. unmrn 
wrasby Columbus^ or Aidanj (who are said to J^|«* 
bave built several other Monasteries)^ about the 
find of the sixth century. Bede gives an ac- 
count of its situation on the pleasant banks of ^ede ci»ik. 
the river Tweedy and likewise speaks of its 
Abbots. The first of these was Eata^ succeeded 
by Boisil^ who^ Dempster says, died in the year 
i^3 ; Boisil was succeeded by St Guthbert^ who 
f hortly after quitted the Monastery^ and went to 
Xindisfarne^ now called Holy Islands 

Various wondrous stories are banded down 
dbout this St Cuthbert. He was three years 
Bisbop in St Peter's Churchy Holy Island, where 
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be died on the2(Hh March 687^ and was buried 
by the altar, in a stone coffin^ purpose? j made 
for him. Eleven years after^ he was taken out 
Aotiqiii- ®^ *^® ground on the 20th of March, the same 
^^iSLk ^^7 ^^ died, and his body was found entire; 
with no corruption about it; he seemed to be 
asleep with his mass-clothes on, as if he had 
newly come from the mass. St Guthbert is said 
to have been descended from the blood royal of 
ibe Kings of Ireland, being the son of one Muiar* 
dach, and Sabina, a King's daughter. He was 
educated in the Abbey of Old Malerose, first un- 
der Eata, and then under Boisil ; after Boisil's 
death he wasmade Abbot of the Monastery, which 
he governed with great care ; he was an ancho-^ 
rite thirteen years, a monk thirty seven years, 
and Abbpt fourteen. 

Abbot Edred^ about the year ^0,carried away 
the body from Holy Island, and fled with it souths 
wards, removing from town to town, for the 
space of seven years, on. account of the persecu- 
tion of the Danes in Northumberland and other 
places in England. Many of the inhabitants of 
Holy Island^ on learning that the body of the 
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holy Irian was tilken fropi tbem/ left their po»* 
lessipn^ aiid goodf^y and went after it. When the 
Bishop, Abbots and other3 who accompanied 
them, were weary of wandering, exposed to such 
dangers, they earoe to the resoiuiion of carrying 
the body to Ireland for its greater security; and 
hjaying embarked in a ship for that purpose^ 
three waves were^miraculously turned into blood, 
and the ship was driven ashore by a tempest, and 
cast upon its side, when a volume containing the 
Evangf liats, written in letters of goldj and hav« 
ing its boards set with precious stones, fell from 
the ship into the sea^ which caused the holy saint 
\o come in a vision, to one of the monks,, coro^^ 
manding him to search the shore for the book. 
He searched and found it; ^nd to his amazement 
it appeared more beautiful than ever, seeming to 2^ 
he polished by some heavenly hand, which in« 
creased the. joy of those aco^mpanying the 
body. Shortly after, on their beginning to carry 
it, and its feeling very heavy to them, there 
appeared to their view a bridle on, a tree, and a 
r.ed horfe running towards them, which offered 
its service to carry the body of the holy St 
Cuthbert> which they accordingly put on its 



Bede'i hii- 



1^- ^ 



biicki ^fd CBxrieA itia Crake MiM^^ stid ftbodt 
tbere four raoDtbs. From thence tbey went t# 
Chester^ anno 887^ wliere the body rmiatiied 
1 10 year8> duriag tbe rest of tbe Danish war. 
At the end thereof^ Aidwinus the Bishops earned 
it to Rippon^ to lay it by the body of St Wilfrid, 
but it remained there only a few months. As 
the Danish war had ceased^ they wished to convey 
it back to Chester, but comin]^ with it with tbti 
ticw to a place called Wardenlaw, on the east 
side of Durham, they could move it no farther, 
for it seemed fa^ened to the ground^ which 
caused the monks to pray for three days with 
great fervency, to know from God v^hat to do 
with it. Their prayers were heard : it was re- 
tealed to Badmer, a monk, that the body should 
be taken to Durham to remain there as a place of 
rest. They accordingly conveyed ft thitheir with 
great joy, and' deposited it in the Abbey, in the 
year 997^ where it irtill remains. 

The venerable Bede relates another story in 
proof of St Cuthbert's holy life. He lived on 
the borders of the Picts, where a great multi- 
tude, of people attended him in his devotions^^ 
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and note ever returned from bis insftraetions 
hid wiAb great e^Niifort and ^oasotatiou. Tbia 
qjtwed him ta be resorted to by old and yotm^, 
they taktOg great pleasure both in hearing and 
piping him* Duritig this tinie it chanced that 
tl^ daughter of the King 4f that part of tbft 
country became preguant by some ywing mnm 
iilJi^r fatJ|<f*a house. Outhe King perceivinsf it« 
^94 intfurrogating her strictly on the su4>ject^ she 
ga^ve the following answer:—^" That solitary 
you^giuau.wbodweUethhard by is he who oven- 
came me, and by whose beauty I ^as led astray/' 
TJipisMiil more iuceosed the King, who vent ivBf- 
m^sdiately with bis deflowered daughter, at- 
tended by sundry knights, t9 the place where 
th^ ^ertrant af God uras^ whom he accosted in 
thismanpeTj — ''What! art thou he, nirho, under 
th^eolour of religion, profanestthe sanctuary of 
Ood? art thou lie^ who, tftoder the profession of 
SI solitary life, exereiseth all thefilthinesa of the 
world? behold my daughter, whom by they 
deceit thou hast corrupted ^ coofiess^ therolfire, 
liefore these witnesses, thy feult, and in what 
manner thou seducedst her/ ' The Princess t \«q, 

Aakiog advantage 4if the blind rage of b^ fatbiar^ 
B 
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impudently stepped forth, and confirmeA her W 
Bertion. On this the young man^ greatly atna^^d, 
and knowing the accusation utterly false, 
looked up to God and prayed— >^'My Lord, my 
God, who knowest and art the searohef of all 
secrets, lay open this work of iniquity^ and by 
some example prove this accusation false.'' As 
soon as he had with tears and lamentations iit* 
tered these words, wonderful to be fold, the 
earth on which the Princess stood, making a 
hissing noise/suddenly opened and swallowed her 
up, in the viewof all present. The Kkig, struck 
with terror at what had happened, and in the 
utmost distress on account of his daughter, im- 
mediately, with all his company, implored pardon 
of God, and be{K>ught the holy St Gutbbert to 
tics'of '' intercede by his prayers with God iTor the resto- 
Abbc^!^ ration of the Princess; which petition the holy 
father granted, upon condition that iromHhence-' 
forward no woman should resort to him, which 
restriction wasextended to all the Picts- chiirches 
dedicated to that holy n^ati. 

Ridpath'i Ethel wold succeeded St Cuthbert at Old Mel- 
^s.p.27. cose, and likewise at the Fame Island. He was 
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a monk ai^ priest of Rippon^ who dk^d and 
was buried in St Peter's Church in Holy Island^ 
IMEnong the Bishops of that see. 

. Old Melrose was famed for learned and religi- 
ous meot tilled with zeal for propogating the 
Christian religion^ particularly among their 
neighbours the Pagan SaxousJ.-^Nennius^ a Bri^ 
ish historiaoj who lived in the year Sb3, speaks 
of the noble and great Monastery of Old Melrose^ 
cap 68. which was ruined by the Pagan Danes, 
who burned the churches and houses wherever Dairym- 

ple'« Col- 

theycarae: but it is probable that thi^monastery i^^^^ionf, 
was repaired^ and continued till the oth^r was 
founded by King David. It is supposed thattBis 
Gim vent was defended by a stooe wall^ stretching 
from that part of the river on the north side^ to 
that on the souths where the neck of land be- 
twew theip was narrowest^ the foundation of 
such a wall having been seen abouttheyear 1730^ 
by the Rev. Mr Milne> author of the jD^^cripliofi 
qf Melrose Parish; the ground there has since 
for a considerable time been inclosed and under 
tillagOi so that there now appears no traces of 
Mils WfUl< but in the former accounts of it. At 
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the entrance* to the convent^ about the middle 
of the neck of land, and of this supposed m'all, 
there was a bouse^ buHt likely for the porters of 
Miine^f ^^^ convent, yet called the Redhouse; the place 
RiBtory. ^j,g|.^ ^^ chspel stood is still called the Chapel^ 
know. Certain places to which the monks re^ 
lorted still retain their names^-^as the Halj 
Wheel, or Holy Wheel, which was a place where 
they bathed themseWes; and the ford across tlie 
Tweed here is stilled called the Monk 's Ford. It 
ii not likely that there were many stone build-* 
logs about Old Melrose at that time, for Bede 
informs us^ that their cbureheslwere then all built 
of oak, and thatched with r eeds.-^Tbe situation 
of this place is very pleasant, it being almost sur- 
founded by the Tweed, and the Peninsula ap** 
pearing to any person placed near the centre of 
it, altogether as an island. The beauty of this 
spot is greatly added to^ by the surrounding 
scenery, partic^ilarly that in the immediate vici- 
nity ; the rugged rocky banks of the opposite 
side of the river, covered with ancient oak, but 
»t intervals appearing in their naked rudeness, 
vith the river murmuring around, sometimes 
rising to the view^ sometimes losing itself, and 
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taryiB^ its afipearance with every change of the 
sfiectator's positiolL 

, Old Melrose is now in the possession of CoIo« 

net Elliot Lockbart, who has a neat house there. 

Abont a mile to the west^ near the Tweedy stands 

Newsteady a place formerly noted for masons; 

but more remarkable for another Abbey on the Alitor*. 

east side of it, called the Red Abbey'^stead.-*— 

Whether it got this name from the colour of the ^ 

atonies with which it was built^ or because it was 

a house belonging to the Templars^ who wore 

a red cross as their distinguishing badge, I can* 

Bot determine; but it is certain, that when the « 

ground there is dugy the foundations of houses 

are discovered, and a considerable quantity of 

lead, seals, and coins, have been found. The 

author has a brass coin in his possession, found 

in the year 1812, which appears to be Roman, 

having a Roman head on one side, and aa 

fiprtght person holding the horn of plenty on the 

other; but the inscription is obliterated. I saw 

a gold coin^ which was found in 1821, with a 

perfect head on one side, and an incription on 

the other, Augustus Nero. 
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I mast noM^ bend my course towards the pre** 
sent Melrose Abbey^ and follow the foot-patit 
that leads from Newstead to the ruin, where 
there was formerly a great wood of oaks^ called 
the Prior Wood, which began at a place called 
to this day Oakdean, and reached to the Abbey. 
There are now no remains of this wood, the 
whole being turned into arable land ; but stiU 
the scenery is fine, particularly about the dis- 
tance of five or six hundred yards from th^ 
Abbey^ where, from the rising ground oter which 
the footpath passes, the Eildon Hills appear oa 
one side, and the Gattonside ridge on the other^ 
with the Tweed gliding through the fertile vale 
in a serpentine manner, and the proud ratis 
towering out from amongst the trees : — 

Whose mangled spires aloud to heaven complain 
Of base injustice from the hands of men, 
Whose shattered fragments only tend to shew ^^ 

The dreadful havoc of th' insulting foe. 

J. Co*LANiy. 
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^▼XELROSE Abbey, situated in the shire of 
Roxburgh^ and parish of Melro^e^ is surrounded 
with mountains^ as Jerusalem of o)d, and' appears 
to be ill the centre of a vale^ ^yith the hills 
rising iq every direction around it. It is 33 
utiles distant Yrom Edinburgh^ 15 from Kelso, 
]2 from Jedburgh, 20 from Hawick, and 
7 fjom Selkirk. 

David I., who was the founder of the Abbey, 
im civilizing and pidorning that part of his domt«> 
liions, ( where be seems usually to have resided ) 
founded the Monastery of Melrose in the 1136 
year of our Lord, acccording to the^e old 
imonkish rhymes — 

Anno milleno centcno ter quoque deno, 
£t sexto Christ] Metros fuudata fuisti. 

Ford, b. 5. c. 43. 
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chnwof He chose a situatioa about a mile and a half 
farther up the river Tweed than that of the an- 
cient one, which had been in a great measure 
deserted and desolute fpr a long period of titie. 
He built this new fabric with great magnificence, 
enriched it with many possessions, and planted it 
with the monks of the Cistertian Order, whom 
he brought from Rievalle*, an Abbey of thosd 
monks in Yorkshire, (who came originally firom 
Burgundy, in France) that had been founded only 
four years before Melrose. This order wais al 
KiapatVt ^^^ ^^^^ of aboat forty years standing in France, 
mltotjt and was raised to high reputation by the great 
talents and zeal of Bernard^ Abbot of Clain^ux> 
who was David's cotemporary^ and is Mid to 
have founded 160 houses of the Cistertian monks. 
The habit of the Cistertian raonka was ^hite; 
they honoured the blessed Virgin as their pecil^ 
liar patronestj and sooa o^etcaroe the ordef of 
the Benedictines^ who for a long period of time 
Were much respected. 



* The Abbey of Rievalle stood near Hefaadayt aknost north 
of York^ of which the nimt still remain. 



ffiiTS. 
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' The ehurclt of tiieeonTent of MelroM was ctoM.or 

Melrofc* 

d«dic«<«d to St Mary on the Sdth of July 1 140. 
It WA9 th^ Abbey ishiefly resorted to by Davidi Fathering 
whd^afl fonder of the ehurefa of Melrose than No. 4. 
any other be «reeted> taking it under bid particu- 
lai^ {irotectloh^ and enlar^ng it Mrith many pos- 
CHSSflfions and priirileges. He is called a sore saint 
ia the erown^ b^eause he eontfibuted so much 
money for ereeting these splendid fa:bFi€8^ auU 
was t4o lairisb to cbtirchmen in his religions en- 
dowments j bnt we are to eonsider^ that these 
itreve the 6»ly means by wbieb he co«i4d etvili^e 
kis Idngdom ; a»d hts law«> whidi 6,0 hkn im- ^thris's 
roiC^tal hoiMMirj are said to hare been compiled -• •{' ^ '* 
nader faia inspection by learned men^ whom be . 
.a«|epibied frmn all parts of Europe^ in his 
magaificent^Abbeyol Melrose. 

# /I'lais«tioitiia(k»'y was amother diurcli to alt fhe 

order of Cistertians in Scotland^ such as GknkiGe 

in Galloway^ (the monks of that mopastery be- 

iuff.itom Melrose, and keeping up a;ckiae'earre8<^ 

pondence ttritb th^ abbot and monks tfaere'T: A« Milne'* 

£{mvibottb^4ii:Mid-^ tothian; Kiqross^ in Morj^yr- 

shire; Cupar> in Augus-sbire,' and Balmerinoeb^ 

in Fifesbire; with many others, 
C 
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I must now giye %n account hy wh^iai it was' 

Utid ID rufDS^ and the time its destrvction toak 

.. plskce. Id the reign of Robert Broce^ Kbgof 

^^cMlandj orders were given to carry off »U the 

cattle and provisions dut of that part of tbe 

eoifntrj through wbicb the English marched 

utnlef the bantier of King Edward II. i^lbo year 

|32^. While King Robert and his armj laj a^ 

Culro8S> do the other side of the Firth of Forth> 

the Engtish advanced as far as Edi^b^rgh^ bat 

Ending AD supply <^f provisions from a country 

desertfd Md laid #af te^ tlMsy were obUged^ aiier 

; . fifteen days^ io return to England with disgrace^ 

rord^ Rid- arid in their retreat wreltked their veageanca on 

derHistory, f eligious kottscs^ Spoiling those of Holyrood^ 

Hl>use and Melrose*> and buriiisg Dryburg^ 

At Melrose they killed the priol*^ William de 

Peebles^ and many of his roonks^ carried off the 

aihier pix, and profimely cast forth tlieaacred 

iKMSt okithe great altAr. 



* TitAi6at^)rt» Ibat f be great Ml ttet lita^ 
jof ^e ateeple of Melrose was carried off bj the English army* 
blit the Scottish army pursiung hard after them, they cast tha 
iiflllilathe imrTVr^cdi atsplHM caHed Max9Hictl,at Kelso, 
wi|e(e it is still said to remaia. , 
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In order to repair Melrose abbej^ Kiog Robert 
Biruce made a grant <o the' abbot of Melroae, of 
two thousand pounds Sterlings for.re*biiilding 
the Church of 8t Mary^ to be paid out of all dis-» 
triets in its shire^ from forfeits^ land having no 
heirs, marriages, fines from ofTenders^ and per<^ 
quisites belongingto the crovn : This order was symtoii** 
dated Scoone^ March 99^ \3&6. This was a the stew- 

art8,p. 151. 

large sum in those dajrs^ but we may still observ^i 
their ability either for building or repairing the 
monastery^ as there were several fortified estates 
intbeneighbourhood^suchasthelandsofNisbetj 
which belonged to Sir John Soulis; tbe baronies 
of Longnewton^ Maxton^ Cavertoo, and the lands 
of Eckford^ which belonged to Sir Richard 
Mowbray^ all of which luid been given for th« 
renewal of the Abbey* 

la tbe year 1384, the Boglish, nnder Kiog 
Rkhard H. made an inroad into Scotland^ duriag 
(he Reign of King Robert Stewart^ 4itit fo wid the Ridpath* 



4c:ountry completely deserted^ the ialiabitafltiliavr h(«. p, 
4ng fledi and carried all their provisions and va» 
luablesio^taees of security, TbeMilrtberof this 
invading army being ^ery greats and the fleet. 
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whifeh acoojnpaoted it entirely eriiaiisted of its 
tores^ iht Bfigligh army soon found itielf ch^ 
liged to retreat^ as famine began to thin their 
ranks^ ud were mocb harrassed by theScots^ \rho 
cat off a great number of the flying enemy. The 
English committed great devastations during this 
incursion^ and^ besides other places^ tbey burnt 
the city of Edinbiirghj^ and also the Abbey of. 
Melrose. In shorty they plundered^ bur nedy and 
destroyed every phice through which th^y^ 
narchcid on their return to England. 

• / 

The English King> as an indemnification to 
the abbot and convent of Melrose for the 
mjury they had sustained during the retreat 
of his army^ gave them a graist> fiiur years af- 
ter^ of two shillings on each sack of. tro(rf of 
the growth of Scotlandj to the number of one 
tiiottsand sacks^ that they diould export; fVtom 
tiMftowDof Berwick-uponrTw^ed^' (which wift 
then in ihe possestioto of the English) this grant 
RrKi.wou is dated Westminster^ October 15, 1389^ about 
a mimth after the King had* taken the ndttinie^ 
ti^tiMi of thf Idnj^om iiito hiP own hiini|«, 
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Seme repmrft wem suide 6igan tlic cmkwot 
and abbey cbureh by Kaog J^mes lY;. tbe royal 
ktms of Secitltad beiog ^ignaved at, tbe ^wesl; 
end of the ruiD^ beakMg 4a^ 1B05^ M ihi$ 
{iMiodtbebttii4ii^^wMt».g4od,ffipak, m4 still 
pMiesMd by the abb^l Mmd'tmrnks, as a^ipMcs 
by a charter «if the abbot oC M^roiOj- A. D. 
163&, wliefoiQ Kiog James V. is cotatjftated ^;;^^ 
bluliff OT steward «f tbeal>bey» vested kbi^i 
aJl the. powers v^Jiich pertamed to that^ttce^ 
and required to be aaswerable to the abbot tW 
his exercise e£ the same. After the death of 
Ktog JABies ¥•. ia the ^ear 15^^ bis eJ^eslaoQ 
i»as elected abbot of Melrose and Kelso; be was 
the last abbot in MAsom, and died A*l>* l^^9« 

Tbis^iottEslery was deiBioliihed after the death . 
f»f Kbig James Y. durmg tlie Rdgeoey of the ^{^^^ 
£arl of Arran^ ia the year I545j wdule Queea 
Mary was aatofaat* . Sir Ralph IvofSt ami 9k 
ficyan liaton^ tipder King Ueiiry YIIL :of £ng« 
land, hamgobtaiaed a chartaroftheMeraeand 
TeyiaHiale, tabe holden of the King^f Eng laii4 
Came and took. fi|]l p^siessioa of the eouirtiw 
thtereof. Pouglm, th(s seveQtb £arl of Angus* 
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trlioae great potaeailoiis in thst qoaiter ^tte 
%titeA by Ae EngKtfa^ ftfong with the tombs oi 
several of the illastriow men of his name and 
family^ who v^ere buriAd in the abbey churcb 
of Melrose^ vowed revei^ i^inst theni^ and 
said that he would write the iostmmeot witH 
sharp pern and red ink upon their own slum} 
which threat he accordingly put in executioab 
The English army^ then lying at Jedburgh, stole 
a march to Melrose in the nighty but thdr 
approach being discovered^ the Scottish army 
retired to the Bildon Hillsi where they were iu 
safety^ and could dbserre the moCiem of their 
enemies. The English/ finding the Scots out 
of their reach^ collected what booty they could 
find in Melrose and its Abbey^ retired in the 
RidiNith^t morning towards Jedburgh. The Scots^ under 
Hutory, |||^ command of Douglas and Norman Lesly, 
the Earl of Rothes, and Walter Scot of Bue» 
cleugh, with some of his dependents, hung upon 
their rear, and at last resolved to give them 
battle at Ancrum Muir, or Lilliard's Edge, 
about seven miles to the south of Melrose* 
¥nien the Scots began the attack, the English 
aoQo fell into confusion, and their leaders, Ivers 
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^td Latop^ w itb manjr persoiu; of afite and ^igbt 
J^lipdred, of th^r foHowjsra were killed, bei^idef 
ii.tJbQuiMuid^PfiiQiiers^ eigbt|r of whpm were^pfxr 
fsms of riM»k. The Scots lost few of tbeir tm^x 
hex on this pqcaaipn, but are said to |ia¥e troal^ 
Hd tb^ir eotiiwies with ^«t l^rbarjltj;. . Tbi$ 
jptlace was called Lilliard's ISidge, io.' eoos^ 
^oeoce pf a Scottish maid, of the naoie of Lil^ 
liard, havi^ there fquj^ht with great Jbii^jiverj^ 
%Q wbot^e nieinory a motiuiaent was erected io 
•, 4^e field of battle, with this ioscr^tion :*~ 

Fair maiden Lilliard iics littder this stane* 
liltte ¥m» htr Malim, but great ber fomc; 
On the English ladt ^ he laid man; thamps. 
And when ner legs were off she fought upon her stnmpl 
•» • ' ' - . ' 

Mr Milne, author of the Description of fllelr 

rpfse Pa^i^f, has seen this n|onunient» which is 

now ail broken in pieces ; but the place where 

the battle was foughtnot being withinnij bounds, 

*I shall gife DO &rtber aceouat of it. 

The Monastery of Melrose* was destroyed in 



* It is'ieported by tradition* that the beUa of either Meboie 
mx Dfybvrgh rang for joy when the English aniiy norched on 
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ihe ycttr IMS, by the Eai^l of Hertford f!« 
itkiewise' destroyed se?en convents and r^ligtoot 
houses, (including Kebo and Dryburgh)^ sii^ 
Bo^ teen c^kfS, towers, and other }files, fite mark^ 
town^ two hundred' Knd forty three tillagei, 
ihirteen miRs, and three spitaTs and hosfiTtal/. 
The Scots horderef 8 committed siihitar ravages 
in England, murdering knd destroyiiig wherevef 
they ^ent.-^We have reason to rejoide that rti# 
unioii took plftce betwixt the two nations, ks w6 
now live in tranquillity, and in thcf peaceable > 
possession of our property. 

This convent was sadly defaced. during the fe* 
formation *. Oliver Cromwell is said to buve 
bombarded it from the Gattonside Hills; and the 
state of ttie ruin evidently shews that it hfts sufr 



iMthout disturMnl^ tkeir nKMrnstciiet^ but wfam thty h«ald 
this they went back and revenged the insult* 

*.Ir Dr M%iie*9 ndtes to his Life of Joha Knos il is hien^ 
tioned, that James Earl of Murray, Regent of Scothind» wat 
the person to whom was committed the execution of the Aet 
for demoKtbiag of churches, especially in the north of Soot- 
land. Ooe md&t in particalar b issued by him, aad writtM 
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^l^d faiost ffotn the norths there being the ap- 
^eatance df eannon-shot in different parts of itl 
It appears that many of the houses within the 
^ouvedt hiye been ruined by fire, from the lead 
And burnt oak that hairebeen frequentty found 
in severa"^ places J After the Reformation; James 
Douglas, comraendator, took down a great part 
of tlie ruin to build a house, which is still 
.standing, and bis name and lady's are on one of 
the windows, A. D. 1590. This is supposed to 
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with his own hand, for purging the Csithedral Ch«ixh of Dun- 
keld. MeJU^Qse Aufl^rfid 9t the sswne lime* Tto following is 
a copy of that order : 

«• To our Traistfriendis, the^ Lairds nf ArniiUy mtd JfinoM. 

** Traist friendis, after pi«ist bwty owpoMO^aciaa, «e pray yow 
' ** faitl not to pass iDoootineiit to iht kyrk of Oaakeld* and tak doun 
** the haill images thereof, aod bring fuHli to tlw iqitt-sayrdf and 
** burn thaym oppinlyr And sidyk ca»t«do«D the aHaris, and parg« 
" the kyrlc of all kynd of monuvientB of idola^rye. And this ze 
'** faitt not to do, as ze will do us singular MEiplesaM-f and so com- 
j •* mittis you to the protection of God* FroM EdiBbargk, the xli* of 
«« August, 1560. 

«• Faill not, hot ze ta|c fgwA lieyd (Sigiied) ; 

•* that neither the da8k9» wiedockp, ** Aa^fiacTLi., 

** nor durris, be ony way* hxat ^ 

' ** or broken eythey " JAMEt ^EWknT, 

** gtassin wark or iron wark. 

D 
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be the abbot's bouse which had suffered^ «t 
the RefiDrmaiioii:, also the under story of th^ 
house appears to be the original; it is vaulted 
in the old way, and the walls are of a great 
thickness. ^Thwe was also a great part of the 
ruin taken to make a new roof for this estab- 



After tbese times were circulated singular ballads amongst 
(he reformers, m. 

nil cardlnallif bis (Ause to moHnitf 

Hit bitbo|w are borne a back^ 

Hit abboU gat aa nocath tomet 

Whea thavelliDfet weat to tacfce* 

With bargct wifet they led their lires, ' 

And fare better than wee. 

Hay Irlz, trim goe trix^ under Hie greene tiod ifte» 

Hit Carmilltet and JacDbinit, 
Hit Domiaiiet had great adoe^ 
Hit Cor4eiUer aad Aagnstiaet^ 
Saact Fraacit't order to s 
The. tillie friert^ mony yeirit 
^ With babbling bleirit our ee. 

Hay trizy trim goe triz, under the gHeene wod (ree« 

Had not yoartelf begun the weirit, 
Yonr ttipillii bad been stanand yit; 
It wat the flattering of yonr friert^ 
That ever gart Sanct Frandt flICr 

In wiefcednette, 
It gart nt grow malicioat/ 

Contrair 



Daljfdr$ JPocfiM e/ Mr.ISiA CetUury^ 



Milnc^, 
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KsbeA churcli in the year 161 8; much of it 
^m likewise def»oli«hed for building a tolr- 
booths ani} for repairing the mins ^nd sluices. 
-The ttatoas were only denaolifilied in the year Seiroi 

Pari** 

1(949, but by whose authority is oot known. 

A li^p of ruins but remain of tbee, 

Tis all thou art— and all the world shall be. 

Sir Walter Scot, Bart, when representing by 
his poetical pencil the beauty and grandeur of 
tihe ruins of Melrose Abbey, says-^ * 

If thou wouldst view fair Melrose aright. 
Go visit it by the pale moon-light; 
For the gfiy beams of lightsome day 
Gild, but to flout, the ruins grey. 
When the broken arches are black in night. 
Anil each shafted oriel glimmers white ; 
When the cold lights uncertain shower 
Streams on the ruin'd central tower; 
Vihen buttress and buttress, alternately, 
Se^m framed of ebon and ivory ; 
When silver edges the imagery. 
And the scrolls that teach thef to live and die) 
When distant Tweed is heard to rave. 
And the owlet to hoot o'er the dead man's grave ; 
Then go->but go alone the while- 
Then view St David's ruined pile ; 
And, home returning, soothly swear. 
Was never scene so sad and 4kir I 
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Qn a pane nf glass in the Inn at M^qie, . 

Here view the ruins of a barbarous age» 

tVuitie witii zeal and mad with party rage; 

Not ail th> beaiitici» M^raae* cofridpaavwl r 

The iini>ioos deed, which all must now iameot 

- Now I will proceed and point out wbat ia 
worthy of notice on the outside of the ruin^ 
which ia built in the form of St John's cross ; It 
is one of the most magnificent pieces of Gothic 
architecture in the kingdom^ and the admiratiod 
of ever J beholder^ for the lightness and embellish- 
ment of its pillars^ the yariety of its sculpture^ 
the beauty of its stones^ and the symmetry of 
its parts. Its length is two hundred and fifty-- 
eight feet; its breadth one hundred and thirty^ 
seven feet and an half; its circumference nine 
hundlred and forty three feet; the height bf the 
steeple^ or grand tower from its foundation, 
eighty<>f6ur feet ; but part of it being gone, we . 
cannot determine the original height of it* 

On the end of the long nave of the cross there , 
appears upon one of the buttresses the foyal 
arms of Scotland, sit up in the reigu of King 
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J»flie» I^.; the lion ra«ipa*t i^ritbift a double 
tfei6ui^ supported by two imiconM ; abote Otm 
#f the uaic^rn's horns U ao S and the othei a (H 
that isjp JaMbus Quartus> with a Scottiih crawa 
beautifully cut for the crest; betwteu the.kgs of 
the uuicoroa is a cherub holdtog a shield^ and at 
tho points of its wings is the mallet and rose^ the 
arms of Melrose. But what il signified by the 
eherub haTing connexion' with the mallet and 
rose, I leave to the imagination of others to da« 
termine ; the arms are ^tinO 39Qtn. 130&. 

Above these arms is a pedestal for an image^ 
yrith three letters upon it, i«|^«0..that is> Je9u$ 
hqminum Salvator, or. Jesus the Saviour of 
men. There is another pedestal ^ast from the 
arms, upon a buttress, having a hare /shield, 
supported by a Septs thistle ; upon the other 
buttress js a. pedestal, supported by the thistlei 
having. the mallet and rose upon tha shield, 
$or Melrose, of which the derivation may be 
tihis — the mell is intended to represent the in* 
strument by .which this beautiful fabric was 
firected ;.aod by the rose, which signi6es sweet, 
it may well be termed sweet and pleasant to 
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the eye^ for tbe ligfatoess mnd degaciee with 
which it 18 fifltriied. The pedi^stal of the Mid; 
buttress is the Hunter's arms, (there heiag 
ubibois hereof that name)^ wHh two crosiers 
in saltier^ and two hnnting horn^ stringei; witil 
a rose in chief and a mallet in base^ and tha 
letters r. f|. on the right and left of the shield; 
It is supported by two cherubs^ or mermaids^ 
whose faces are almost entire^ considering the 
smallnesf of their size. The bare shields w^re 
intended to be in readiness to fill up the coat of 
arms of any abbot or person of note who died. 

'* There are eight windows remaining of this 
long naye of the cross> and the day-light of them 
is sixteen feet eight inches by ten feet« except 
one at the east end^ whose breadth is six feet 
^ight inches. They are beautifully formed into 
the Gothic pointy and their moulding very 
sharp^ considering that they have for centuries 
stood the stormy blast. They are adorned wftH 
three bars or mullions (whose breadth is seveil 
inches) forming a circle in the top^ in the circle 
two SS are represented. Others are formed 
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Miia befirts, aoi sonie kiterwpTen witk %^mi^ 
flecks ; tlie; are deooimted on each Bide witb 
monks' and nuns' heads^ the latter with YafH^us 
head dresses. Above these windows are three 
hmutiful bmt^resapioiiacleii decorated with four 
farved pqmts^ and a p/pint sprii^iiig freoi the 
midst of the £bur> which 19 adinirahly cut; 
Thc^e are fljitig buttresses from these pinna^ 
cles to pinnacles yfith nich^Sj amas&iogly weU 
wrought, especlalljrthe one on the w^st^ whiebif 
the finest in the buildings and is adorned witb 
the image of the Virgin and her> chi]d> hut the 
bead of it is gone*< On each side of her are four 
#uiall niches^ which were probs^blj intended ier 



* Tilere is a tfaditioiial story, tliat a perfon of the name of 
Tfadnifloii, who lived in GaUoD9idey and who was fli|i{iloy«d !• 
demolish the images in the year l64d, while stricking at the 
bsibe in the Virgin Mary'^s arms, was stmck by a piece of thM 
^tone on his arm» which he never had the right use of lAt rwardp. 
And by scoff upon his name he was called Stumpy, which his 
posterity still retain. A gentleman told me, that it was repre- 
jeiitsd at Rome that the person who broke .the head of the babe 
in Melrose Abbey was dragged at horses' heels for the sacrile- 
gious deed, which actually took place; for in those days sledges 
were used, and tbeir happening a great fail of snow at the time 
of his death, he was kid ou one of these, and literally dragged 
at horses^ heels to be interred in Mdrose church-yard. 
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eherub^^ or guards for her prroteetioir; the ca*^ 
nopy above the image of the Virgin is exquisite-^ 
lyear^^d^ representkig a tenltpl^ in niiniature. 

in tlkepiADaele ea»t frtial the Virgiii is ft riich^ 
with ' the statiie of 18 1 Attire W, who Appears tci 
be hdldliig his own cross; his* canopy^ bat espe^^ 
ciallyl^ pedestal^ is etiriously wrbught, having 
a fate with flowers coming out on eaetr side oTiti 
^in. ^ *Back from Arese pinnacles ave smaHAi^in-^ 
dowsj and aboye^them a variety of flowers/ i^ 
the midst of which is "a spout in- thfe form of a 
low playing on the bagpipes. In the angle of 
the south imTe of tb^ cross is the staircase ^in^ 
naele^ which is the finest in the whole build- 
ing; it is adorned with a number of fine ntthes^ 
wbose canopies are Kke crowns^ finished in the 
highest manner^ there being a number of heads 
about* it^ and at the upper cornice are beautiful 
flowers^ and heads with leaves in their mouths; 
one of these is the head of a fox with two doves 
in his mouth; there are also several grotesque 
looking figures for spouts^ with open mouths to 
conduct the water from the pinnacle. This pin- 



uw\e t8.exeeale4 wiMi embattkrmeiit^ and Jffe(?r* 
«h4is and carved kAol>6 or crockets, ivhtth 
chain up and 6aisk with a beautiful tie nigh 
the extreme poiqt. A buttress next the stair- 
€986 has a* pedeital in tbe fi&rm of mm old monk 
plajring on a guitar/ who seems to be much 
distressed by the burden of an image tb^ baa 
been oOrhi^ baek« Upoa the btnttteaa south 
frmn thestairca^e is a niebe very much admir- 
ed^ having two figures^ the cripple upon the 
back of the blind,' the Cf ipfrle appearssto jbe in 
great agony by his attitude^ and the blind seem& 
to be pressed down by the weight of the cr^ple; 
there i^ on the blind's ba^d ( wbieh is aft>und 
bis breast) lltlirtt. ^i. the anointed of God. 
There are also a great number of curious figjiires 
on these buttresse^^ some more like dragons than 
imy thing else; others like meo^ and appear 
to sprii^ out of the biiilding i the canopies of 
the fdifij&rent figure are curiously cut like 
iemplesj finishing at each point with a head 
or flower, 

I must now proceed to the south grand win- 
E 



dow> or enirwee> which ii the south paint ^f 
the south nave of the cro«s. 

But first of all, attentively observe 
This bold renmmiug frokit, which strikes the eye 
LiU m tmmplial arch, and froitpU tlw sky s 
In Gothic taste, how awful and solemn ! 
Tho' sadly mimgPd by the hands of men. 
Tom by each surly blast that sweeps the sky, 
Thf masld'rbg stones Irpai broken m^hts fly ! 
To boisf rous stojrms exposld, the lofty t9w'r« 
Bfittei^d reluctant, yields before their powV; 
Black with the rust of years, aad with each wind 
Upon its basis tott'iii^, all disjom^d ! 
The cra«y bead, tremendoq^ above all^ . 
Threatening destruction by an instant fidl! 
Horriflc bends, md shs&es its hoar remains, 
Th* enfeebled cplunm scarce tlie load sustains ; 
Tili overthrown at lei^th,th< pond*roiill weight 
Headlong down dash'd from the stupendous height^ 
Plrecipitate, falls prostrate to the ground. 
While echo mimics as the etones rebbnnd ; 
And low down now the sbatter'd fragments lie» 
Late lofty turrets mounted in the sky ! 
The pilgrim hears with horror aud affright 
The thund^g noise, and sees the woefiil pliglit ; 
Lamenting se^s. its fiite, and heaves a ^gh. 
Whilst the big tear stands glistering in his eye. 
An emblem that of all sublunar joy» 
Which man's mconstant passions still destrc^, 
ToHlay ezalted to his utmost tcope, 
Aad on the high^t {Hqnaele of hojpe ; 
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TmhoM^w grotVtig io ibt ^mt, us &wt, 
. And on tjut lowest le^vei of de^ir. 
By surly or fantastic passions tost^ 
Tii« soqFs immortal faculties are lost. J. Copland. 

The day-Ught of the south window is ivrentyp- 
four by sixteen feet^ and the extreme height of 
the. fronts from the top to thefoundation> is sixty 
one feet ; its breadth from buttres&r to buttress. 19) 
twentj-seveo feet^, but its centre tower is gone; 
the window has four mulUons^ (whos^ breftdtb 
is eight inches) which run up and finish with 
hearts on a large circle; it Ihslb also four circles 
within this circle and semicircle, all coroectedw 
and finished with rich mouldings and Gothic 
points or cusps. There are nine niches abotye 
this.wiiiidoWi with two and twQ on cnrery but« 
tr^|S| which makes thirteen in number. They 
were intended for the statues of the twelre 
Apostle^ and our Savioury who was placed im 
in the xientre. The tabernacle work are well 
reli^ved^ b^t more eapeciallj the. Gothic koobed 
chaiu above, ^he window^- which rises from tw# 
busts richly dressed^ and runs up with great 
ease and delicacy, finishing at the top with % 
gratesqui^ looMng bendj immeittately ab^ve the 
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centre of our Savieur's qaoopy^ Oi^ tbe^mjl: 
of the door below this v^indow^ is a lion ram-* . 
pant^ vithin a double tresaure^ supported by 
two creatures in a very aukward position; above 
this is the pedestal of St John the Baptist^ with 
a figure upon it looking up to Christy with thi$^ 
inscription upon his band^ tttt : SUM : )Xti : 
or^ Behold the Son of God. Below John are 
the statues of his disciplesj which are sadly de** 
fiiced by violent hands. 

On the west buttress of this window is a 
niche for the statue of one of the Apostles^ with' 
a pedestal/ having an expressive monk with a' 
cowl upon his head^ and holding a hand witii 
each hand about his breast; on the band ia 
written m : httlit : jt0 : 9t(i : ttSKtaSHt : ttltt^^ 
iva : i. e. cumvenit JesuB^ sequituTf cessabit^ 
nmbrm: w'hen Jesus eame^ darkness did' cease/ 
On the east buttress of this window is the 
figure of another monk with a long beards 
whose countenance is very venerable, hating a . 
band about his breast^ on which is written 

ftama tttqt i^st : bobtft ; i. e. p^sus est 

^ia ipse rdluit: he suffered^ because he wa» 
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wfHhi^i There ire strange looking^ creatures^ 
upon these buttresses, something like griffins^ 
ready to fly from the building* On the easf 
of the angle of these buttresses is a figure peelp^ 
ping out fVom among the ivy, vrith a Tery me^^ 
lancholy look, holding his throat with both 
hands, and having something like a mell in his 
arra^ and a knife underneath his Left hand ; Be^ 
lo^ htm is a figure holding a ladle, as if in 
order to catch the biood.. Below this figure is 
a neat window with one bar, springing up and 
finishing with angles like a diamond^ and on 
each side of it are musicians playing upon musi*^ 
cal instruments something like a portable organ 
and harp, trith much gaiety and pleasure in theif 
countenances. East from this window, which 
turtts the corner of the south nave of the cross/ 
are very strong buttresses, one haying a pedes- 
tal for the support of a statue, a monk with a 
cowl on his head, his right hand on his ear, and 
his left hand holding his rosary, and by the ex^ 
pressiye countenance appears to be saying, '^ I 
'^ value my beads more than my ear/' But I 
think he is rather in the act of listening to a 
confession. There is another figure east from 
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ikm, hvfing a aowl and too]^ brard^ ristog up 
YPith a burden; fats eyes appear startmi^ out* 06 
^is head in consequence of tbe great weight 
upon his back. There are two windows to tl^^ 
north of this south nave^ the height of which i< 
aeirenteen feet eight inches^ by four feet ftve in- 
ches; one of them hat a bar tbe breadth of 
which is five incbes^ running up and finishing 
with small bars and cross bars, all Gothid 
pointed. The other window bar is gone, tt4if 
it has a cherub <m each side of it; the one playing 
upon a guitar, and the other upon a. vioKn^^ 
which latter is mostly decayed. Back from' 
these windows are two small ones, which ar0 
finished with two upright and eross bars. On 
♦he angle of the nave is ancrther window, si«i-** 
lar to the barred one ; and on one of its side* 
a beautiful nun's head with her veil drawn trp. 
There arc more buttresses, beautifully decora- 
ted with niches, and canopies like open crowns; 
a projecting figure represents a piper playing 
On the bagpipe, and another playing on the 
clarion, the head of which and part of tbe in- 
strument are gone. There is another windovr 
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mi\m principal angle of tl^i^eMt ii»v«<if ^\fy 
exo^s, which U suaUar ta th^ iast» 

r 

There is.^.verjF, fine yrind^w *aa ^he 40iuUi,fti 
the east iiave, whose dajrligbt is. tiiirtj-ooa, 
fiet five inches by eight feeit oi^e ioehje^j; it Uk 
adorned, with; three muJJipqs (the hrea4ib rfff 
which is sevea inchi^$)y wbich^spriii^ Hip .a«4 
tern^iuate i^ith muUioas aod cro^s mi41iMs^«a(iMl 
fioish amongst the beautiful l;Q9^|diIlg wHb q^« 
tle$ aQ4 Gothic poiats^ wbiph lypp^ar vei^Jliigbt 
4q tbe spectatpir. 

{ must uow proceed to the gm^A eajst wio* 
dpw*, (which i3 tbe top ijaye of the croa^) ibe 
^dipiration of every beholder^ from the ligb||ii«ga 

' ' ' " 'I ' I » ■ I I > II II 

* Tie esutem wlncbfr of Melrose AUbey fs caHed by traditioiT 
tbe 'Prentice's Window^ it being built by an app«»atice. The 
story runs thus:— Tbe builder found great difficulty in pro- 
eeeding with the plan of this window^ without going to Rome 
for information (which he accordingly did), but the apprentice 
perfectly understood it, and in his master's absence finished the 
the window, and engraved this scroll on tbe wall: — 

Tbe best mason of masom'y, 
£xc€|>t tbe naau tb«t leaned me. 
WhfB tli» maiteiiirettimed, he was ttruck with astonishment at 
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mi sharpness &( its work^ the proportion of its- 
parts^ the richness of its moulding and tracery. 
This window is supported bj strong double 
buttresses, terminating with Gothic pinnacles, 
beautified with niches for statues, having peder*' 
tals and tabernacle work curiously relieved; 
On one pedMal is a man cross-legged, rising 
up with his burden, whose countenance de- 
notes great oppression ; on others are creatures: 
and flowers. Abo^e these niches, on the slop* 
ing buttresses, »re a variety of strange looking 
creatures with epea mouths, which are now re- 
duced to mere skeletons. The day-light of 
this window is thirty-eix feet by sixteen ; the 
extreme height, from top to bottom, is fifty- 
seven feet, imd the breadth, from buttress to 
buttress, twenty-eight feet.— This window con- 
sists of four erect slendw shafts or mvUions 



finding the window finhhed^ fuid oq oii^rvbg |he fir^t part ef 
the iniKription— <' The best mason of masonry/' flew at the 
apprentice* who wa<i then upon the buildipg, and end^d his days 
by a tremendous ikU. Whra mor^ coipposipd. he Iqo^ed ^g^ 
9fL the scroll, and on finding that— -''Except the man tliat les^r^ed 
me^* followed the first line, he was struck with remorse for his 
picctpitsle criuie, nnd immediately finished fais days, in the same 
manner as he bad made bis fellow workman do a little betoeJ 
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(whoie breadth is eight, inches)^ 'gnished at 
the top with cross mullions, forming diatnoads^ 
all Gothic pointed. On each side of this win- 
dow there are five niches for statues^ some ha- 
ving the remains of istatues within them ; and 
in the centre above the window are the sta- 
tues of King David and bis Queea Maiid^ both 
in a sitting posture ; ihe King has the remains 
of a globe in his hand. The upper moulding 
of this window is a very fine Gothic crocketed 
chain^ which sweeps up with much ease^ and 
terminates at the top with an open crown^ im- 
mediately above the centre of the King and 
Queen. 

The whole of the building is double belted 
nigh the base^ which is finely executed^ the 
belts projecting out and shewing a beautiful 
and strong foundation in the Gothic stile ; the 
buttresses are likewise belted above^ where a 
number of curious figures project a little out* 
The top of the building appears to have been' 
ornamented with a belt of roses^ with ballisters 
of stone above them^ which went round the 
F 



wbole ; the rose belting that went round the 
steeple^ and the remains of the stone railings 
are yet to be seen. 

A more distant view should also be taken of 
the building from the south-east corner of the 
church-yard^ which has the command of the 
whole ruin ; after that turn your back to the 
building, stoop down and look at it through 
your legs, when the effect is astonishingly grand, 
the defects of the ruin being but little per- 
ceived, as the whole assumes such a beautiful 
appearance as may be more easily conceived 
than expressed. This effect is perhaps pro- 
duced partly from looking at the ruin, as it 
were, through a frame, and seeing nothing but 
itself — partly from the object being viewed by 
the eye invertedly. 

Our attention may now be directed to consi- 
der the solemnity of the building by moon-light. 

Here let me take my solitary way ; 
In this lone church-yard now I love to stray, 
Glad to indulge a serious thought awhile. 
Beside this awful venerable pile ; 
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So as I wander through the solemn shatfe; 
No bold intruder my recess invade ; 
Wrilst dl around this ancient halfowed place. 
With conscious step and rev'rend awe I trace 
•Th extensive vestiges, and g«ml remains 
Ofruin'd walls and mutilated fenes. 
Now universal silence, awful, deep ! 
Nighfs calm vicegerent .eigns-handmaid of sleep : 
Be.gj,s unconlrol'd : save that £h,m yon high to J, 
"e lone companion of the midnight hour. 
The solemn owl. her harsh ill omen'd note. 
Discordant, i«uing from her artless throat, 
^ With doleful accents strikes the li$f ning ear, 
^ Hf-bodmg, hideous to the mind of fear! 

Where balefol melancholy spreads her wings. 
In frantic tone her mournful dirge she sings. 
The gloomy recluse shuns each gloom of light. 
And. wrapt midst deepest horro« of the night,' 
In solitary sadness all alone. 
To kindly Cynthia makes her woeful moan : 
Who now assumes her gently pleasing sway. 
Supplying well the loss of absent day ! 
Who now from orient climes, in borrowed light. 
Rides and dispels the dismal shades of night • 
In silent state by fleetwing'd coursers driv'n. 
And leads the grand unuumberd host of hea^'n• 

And now. emerging from the hideous gloom. 
By the efiiilgent radiance of the moon. 
To view the rocky ruins rise, sublime ! 
And shew the miserable waste of time- 
Time, said 1 ? no— a more destructive foe 
To sacred edifices, would you know. 
Tb that mad sect where parity is found, 
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That levdf att-^v*n churches to the ground ! 

For when these rude reformers acted heie» 

Zeal led the van, destruction in the rear ; 

To deformation all their acts did tend ; 

^^ here they began they also made an end ; 

At once corruptions with good forms debate. 

And wrongs by wrongs most wrongously defeat. 

How trite soerer this remark appears 

Or harshly sounds in prejudiced ears ; 

If moderate zeal betwixt the two extremes 

Can judge, good sense their barbarous acts disclaims; 

All sacred forms who superstitious call'; 

How tight soe'r, no form they lik'd at all. 

J. COPLAMtl' 

I must now turn to the north of the building, 
and describe what u to be seen there. I be-* 
gin with the tall slender window at the north 
side of the east nave of the cross^ whose day- 
light is thirty-one feet by eight feet nine inches. 
It has been adorned with three erect bars, 
whose breadth is seven inches, but there are 
only two remaining^ and the centre one finishes 
at the top with a beautiful heart ; above this 
window there is another broad window^ orna- 
mented with five bars and small cross bars^ all 
pointed in the Gothic style. The angle of the 
cross here is much destroyed^ and likewise the 
buttresses are greatly shattered; but on the north 



47 

nave on the east side are two windows entire^ 
having each of ^hem an upright bar ; above 
them are two small windows with two bars each^ 
and cro8» bars^ having a head on each side of 
them; one with the mouth awry, and the 
other with the tongue put out from its mouth ; 
these small windows have a fine effect by be- 
ing at a small distance, and shewing the clus- 
tered small pillars on the other side through 
their bars. In the end of the north nave are 
the remains of the treasury, which joins to the 
church with a saxon door, that leads into the 
church with a stair, the remains of which are 
still to be seen. Upon the threshold of this 
door are engraved a crdss and sword, and a 
shield bearing a sword bend ways, and a mut- 
let in chief of the sinister. This threshold ap- 
pears to be more ancient than this part of the 
building, it being built upon the top of the 
cross and the end of the sword ; it is a grave 
stone, and I suspect may be exactly above the 
bones of some noble warrior. Adjoining to this 
house are the remains of a beautiful turnpike- 
stair, which was destroyed about the year 17S8, 
the first step of this stair had been contrived to 
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lift up; for below it there is a small vault, 
which was probably built for coacealing the 
valuable things of the convent^ in case of an in- 
vasion by the English^ with which they were 
often threatened ; above is a beautiful circular 
' window^ which is called the north star; it is 
finely moulded^ and has a circle in the centre, 
from which six semicircles proceed^ all pointed 
in the ^Gothic cusp^ which strikes the eye of 
the beholder as being the exact imitation of a 
star^ and below this window is seen the raglin, 
in which to place the roof^ that extended round 
the great cloister. 

I now proceed to the remains of the cloister^ 
which was in the west side of the north nave 
of the church ; it is a piece of the finest archi*. 
tecture of the whole building, for the delicacy 
of its sculpture^ and the relief of its workj 
which is executed in the most accurate man^ 
ner. 

Spreading herbs, and flow'rets bright, 
Giisten'd with the dew of night ; 
Nor herb, nor flow'ret, giisten'd there. 
But was casv'd in the cloister arches as 6iir. 

Sia W. Scott, Bart 
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There are just seven niches^ or stalls^ in this 
nave^ for the dignitaries of the churchy which 
are all seated with stone ; these stalls are neat- 
ly ornamented with beautiful running flowers 
and deep mouldings^ which have a fine effect : 
above them are a range of square flowers that 
run from the one end to the other^ viz. acornSj 
ferns^ trefoils^ quatrefoils^ fir-seed^ house-leeks, 
plantain- leaf^ scollop-shells^ and others too te* 
dious to enumerate. In the angle here is a 
bason for the holy water for them to cross 
themselves before they entered the church from 
the cloister. Above this work are holes to 
lupport the roof which rested upon a colonade 
if pillars that went round the whole open 
cloister ; and above these are four very plain 
imall Gothic windows. 

I have now passed the angle to the long nave 
^the cross, continuing on to the west with the 
l^mains of the cloister. In the first place^ the 

!OT which enters the church from the cloister 
commonly called the valley-door^ which is in 
s saxon fornix deeply moulded and mixed 
th Gothic ; its foliage is so very fine^ and so 



50 

exquiiiilj fiAtsIied^ that a straw can be put 
through and through the minutest parts of the ^ 
carving. From this door to' the west is a prin- 
cipal stall for some superior dignitary^ the rest 
of the stalls (8ixteen)^being of an inferior order, 
but still thejare handsome^ though more plain; 
at the farther end is another superior stalls 
which is thought to have been the centre of 
the cloister, the building appearing to have rua 
as far west as would make up the uniformity 
of this side; when turning to the norths it 
formd a complete quadrangular cloister. 

The pillared arches were over their head. 
And benoith their feet wete the bones of the dead. 

Sir W. Scott, Bart. 

Above all this work are three beautiful win- 
dows with one bar, finishing at the top with a 
diamond ; and above these are three foundations 
of pinnacles, having flying buttresses from them 
to a wall, ornamented with six small Gothic 
"windows. ' 

There are on the external part of the build- 
ing fifty windows, large and small, four doors. 
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fifty^four nicbesj a¥oTe thirty-Mvai buttresses^ 
and thirteen fljing buttresses. 

There were also on this north side a nnraber 
#f Tery fine buildings within the convent^ for 
the residence of the abbots monks^ and others 
connected with the monastery^ with gardens and 
ether eonyeniences^ all inclosed within a high 
trail about a mile in circuit. Besides this high MUoe's 
church there has been a large chapel to the " '^* 
north-east of the buildings and another house 
mdjoining to it. The foundation of the pillars 
of the former were seen about the year 1730. 
On the north side of this house there bad been 
an oratory^ or private chapel^ the foundation of 
which was discovered about the same year^ and 
m large cistern of stone^ with a leaden pipe to 
convey the water to it. 

To the north of this there is a dam which 
runs from the Tweed this way^ having bridges 
over it> (the foundations of some of which ^re 
yet to be seen^ and two of them are entire). 
Many of the houses were buitt on the north side- 
^f the dam. At a place called the bake-house 
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yard, near our mpdfnrn milt/ was a building of 
excellent architecture^ having several stories af 
ovens^ one above another^ as high as the steeple 
in the churchy and built with fine hewn stone ; 
this was taken down somewhat more than a^B 
HiitorT h***'^^^ years agp^, by some tasteless^ greedy^ 
1>r superstitious fools. In digging this hake- 
)iouse y^xd, about the 3 ear 1724^ there was 
found a large kettle for brewing, which w^i^ 
sold for five pounds sterling. From this bake^ 
house there was a passage below'ground to the 
monastery, so high and large, that two or thre# 
persons could walk abreast in it. In digging 
any place within the convent^ particularly near 
the church, the foundations of houses are di^*- 
covered, as not only the monks had their houses 
here, but several gentlemen, who had fetirc;^^ 
from the worlds built for themselves convenienit 
lodgings. The remains of one of these is only 
to be seen, which is called Chisholm's Tower, 
Several Roman medals, or coins, have been 
fo|ind about this place^ some of gold^ others of 
silver and brass, viz. of Vespasian, Trajan, 
Adrian, Antoninus Pius, M. Aurelius, and 
Constantine ; likewise several of the old Eng- 
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lish coins in silver^ particularly of the Edwards^ 
of which the author has two> that were found 
about the gardens adjoining to the building, 
having on the one side a head of Edward King 
of England^ and on the reverse London Civi- 
tas ; the author has one of onr owb coins found 
nigh the buildings having on one side Alex- 
ander's head looking to the cross^ with the in- 
scription of Alexander around ; on the other 
Scotorum Rex^ and four niuUets^ with a cross 
betwixt the fQ»ir^ in the centre of the coin. 
Also was found an abbot'is ring^ in ose of the 
gardens 1810^ having a rude inscription upon 
it ; on the one side is U &♦ &♦ and on the other 
0ltlV19' I am in possession of another coin, that 
was found two years ago^ with an ipscription a- 
Ground it^ in black letters^ 

9ta 0Uivjsit Ittar at %eaben, fillditv of iBrotr* 

Having given a full description of what re- 
mains in the outer part of the building/ I now 
proceed to the interior^ and shall begin at the 
west^ in the same manner as I did with the 
outer part of the buildings advancing regular- 
ly through it. 
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Now, through this way-worn Gothic porch I lead^ 

Where loosen'd stoDCS hang* threat'oing over head; 

And here, with a reTerential awe , 

Was the beholder struck, who entering saw 

The body of the church Extended wide. 

With rows of lofty columns on each side ; 

By triple range of spacious lights illum'd. 

Superbly arch'd extended all around. 

The crusted walls, with livuig sculpture grac'd» 

And statues all in beauteous order plac'd : 

Those walls which sainted imagery decoi'd ; 

Idds by superstitious monks ador'd ; 

The tinged payment, with each silent tomb*. 

The lofty roof, the still more lofty dome ; 

And, when the view no farther could extend* 

The holy altar at the fiulher end. 

The grand proq[)ective, how well form'd to raise 

The soul to heaven upon the wings of praise! 

Great in idea ! words can not extol 

The strength, the august grandeur of the wholes 

Alas ! bow is the glorious scene reversed ; 
Bchdd it now, in ruins all immers'd ; 
A most lamented spectacle of woe ; 
Nor even those ruins left; but long ago* 
Soon as destruction shook her iron rod, 
*Ajid um'd the levd at Ae house of God; 
Attracted thenoe by sacrilegious bands 
To every common use; and hardly stands 
from violation free this sumptuous gate; 
SSbesi poor rtanios of what was truly great. 

I. CorLAKJN 
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This west Md of the cross stretched still 
further westward^ as appears from the founda- 
tions of pillars found here ; and the grand en« 
trance was upon the west end, from whence the 
principal arch extended to the east, supported by 
inassy columns, and the vestige of it still re- 
mains above the eastern window. Betwixt 
eight of these pillars, nigh the dome, there has 
been a wall eight feet high, which went from 
pillar to pillar, the inside of which might have 
been employed as a vault to bury the dead ; it 
ia supposed that the gallery above the wall 
contained the organs. 

Both on the north and south of this great^ 
tUey of the church, is a clear passage from the 
one end to the other, called the small aisles of 
the body of the church. There are just eight 
aisles, or private chapels, remaining in the souths 
which have been separated from each other hj 
a partition wall ; every one of them hi(s a font- 
stone curiously carved, having little niches for 
crucifixes^ or for holding tapers to burn for 
Iha souls of thedepartedt There were like- 
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wise altars* ildjoining to the font, dedicated to 
different saints ; seTerai gentlemen having mor- 



* Sir David Lindsay of the Mount, who wrote betwixt tbe 
I51h aad l6tk century^ givei a veiy cobgik deicription of 
Altan and Saints. 

Behold !a every chorch and queere* 

Through Christeodome io hur|;h aod land, 

iBaget Hiade irith aieos band. 

To whom are g^iven diverse names. 

Some Peter and Paol, some John and James : 

Sainct Peter carved with his keyes, 

Sainct Michael with hit wing^t and weyei : 

Sainct Catherine .with her sword and wheele. 

An hynde set up hard by Sainct Geele. 

It wieie over long for to descrivcy 

Sainct Francis with his wounds five. 

Sainct Trodwell eke^ there may be scenes 

Who in a pin hath both her eene. 

Sainct Paul well painted with a sword. 

As he would fight at the first word. 

Saint Appollon on altar stands, 

With all her teeth into her hands. 

Sainct Roch, well seased, men may see, 

A byle new broken on her thie : 

Sainct £loy» he doth stately stand, 

A new horse*sfaoe into his haad. 

Sainct Ninian, of a rotten stocke ; 

Sainct Datho, borM out of a blocke $ 

Sainct Andrew, with crosse in band ; 

Sainct George upon a bone ridand ; 

Sainct Antone set np with a sowi 

Sainct Bryde well carved with a kow> 

With costly colours fine and faire, 

A thousand more I might declare : 

As Sainct Cottue and Dondnian ; 

The Souter, or Sainct Chrispinian ; 

AH these on altars stately stands, ' ' 

Priests a7faig for their offeninds : 



tjiied an annuity called altarage mopey^ for a 
monk to say mass for their souls^ ^nd tb^ soulft^ 
of their ancestors and successors. 

In ihe first aisle from the wesf is the burial-' 



To vrhom ^t oommoiiB oo oor kqeet 
Do worship all these imageries. 
Id churchy or qae^re, or io tl^e clo^r. 
Prating to them our Pater noster. 
In File;rimage from town to town 
With ofifering and adoration. 
To them By bahblinif on oar beedi» 
That they may help us in our needs. 
Some to Sainct Roch with dillgenee^ 
To 'isLve them from the pestilences 
For tbe.r teeth to Sainct Apoline» 
To Saint Trodwell to mend their e«ie* 
Some make offerings to Sainct Eloy, 
That he their horse might well convoy. 
They run, when they have jewels tint. 
To Sainct Syeth ere ever they stint. 
And to Sainct Germane to get remead^ 
For maledies into their head. 
They brmg mad men on feet and horse. 
And binds them to S« MoDgoe*s crosse. 
To Sainct Barbara they cry fuU fast. 
To save thiem from the thunder blast* 
. Some wives Sainct Margaret doth exhort. 
Into their birth them to support t 
To Saint Antone to save the sow, 
To Mkint Bryde for calf and kow. 
To Sainct Sabastian they run and ride, 
That from the shot he save their side. 
And some in hope to get their beale, 
Huns to tlie old roode of Karreal. 
Howbeit these people rude. 
Think their intentions to be (ood* 
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ground of the Boustons of Gaitongide^ a ^ftlff 
ancieat familjr*. 

In the second aisle is the buriat-ground of 
people in the name of Rae« 

And in the third from the west, (By clearing 
off rubbish in the year 1815)^ was discovered s 
tomb-strae with an engraved figure upon it^ 10 
iiill length ; his hands up in the form of prayer, 
a gown upon him^ a belt around his waists and 
the appearance of sandals upon his feet> with 
an inscription in black letters around the stone* 



* There was one of the name of Baiton, an Engltdi poet; 
a Cannelite friar^ and prior of Scarborough, who was found 
among the prisoners at Bannockbnm. Edward in full con- 
Mence of his success had brought him to sing to the praise 
of hb triumph. Being presented to King Robert, he was 
promised his liberty upon condition of composing a poem, 
to be sung in honour of the Scottish victory ; this he did in a 
monkish kind of rhvme. From local tradition it appears that 
he had derived from some of our early Kings the vicarage of 
Melrose or Gattonside : one of the vicars named Bouston was^ 
actually married to the natural daughter of abbot Durie of 
Melrose. From Baston is thought that the name is corrupted 
^nd now called Bouston. 
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.Or this: — Here lies an Honourable Mr George 
Halliburton :::::::::::::: first of Octo^ 
ber, A. D, 1536. 

In the fourth aisle from the vrest is the bu- 
rial ground of Alexander Pringle, Esq. of White- 
bank, tbie male r€|»resentative of the ancient 
fftinily of Priqgle of Gallashiels. It appears 
from the tombstones that thej have been con- 
nected with several honourable families^ viz. 
V^itfa the Lundins of that ilk^ with the Humes 
of Wedderfourn^ and one of them with Sophia 
Sfaoner^ a Dane^ Ptiaid of honour to Queisi) Anne 
of £)enms^rk. 

One of the grave-stones contains the foUovr- 
ing iniScription : — 
H 
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)^e(r :::: :: QfblH. tnemorie. ttamt mat 
t:::;:: -itst ispfe. to. jumtti pvinsff. 

0(. lM::::::Ob». atiH. tfttV. ffiSi. titttiSi. 

nrnvt^. ::::ir. Habili. fiomr. of lootftier 
«4 of. frtwiare. atio. 15 80 

Or thi9 :-— Here lies in good memory Dame 
MarrioD, first : wife to James Pringle of White- 
bank, and after bis decease, March — , to the | 
Hon. David Hume, of Wedderburn, Knight, 
vho deceased the ^4th of February 1580. I 

Another tomb-stone contains as undej* :— j 

::ilt) ::::::: Of. Oi^JlttattiaStrJKl.tKm vgt 
;j w;: :::::::: tiMnan.t:m. ^ ?** 

5 St I" S sS* 

:: f '1^3 

" u ^ ^ !^ 

^ ^ UJaUl 004115)8 HUB •$ff»^ § c*^ 

dt : : : : aiQUai U|)0U) UBIUOa aipi: :U 

Or this : — Here lies one honourable woman^ 
Christian Lundie^ spouse to James Pringle oC 
Whitebanfc, who deceased the 19th of July 1603. 

Lament or sigfa^ and still thou mourn. 
For to tbe Christian wie maun turn* 
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Upon the partition wall are the arias of the 
Pringles : a heart with wings for the cfest^ the 
motto Sursum^ a saltire with five scollops. 
And inscriptions below^ 

HERE REST THE PRINGLES OF WHITSBANK ANB TAIRj 
BY FAITH IN CHRIST, HOPE, PRAISE GOD. 

Wi MEMORIAM. IN. MEM0RIA^r. tN. MEMORIAM. 

ANN£. PRINGLiB. SOPHIA. SHONER^ JACOBUS. PRiNGLiBUS* 
SVJE. CONIUGIS SUJE. CONIUGIS. A. WHTTBANKE. 

AliEXANDER. JACOBIS. PRING. HOC. POSUIT. 

PRINGLJSUS. A. LiEUS. A WHYT. ALEXANDER. 

WHYTBANKB. BANKE. HOC. PRINGLiBUS 

HOC. POSUIT. POSUIT. FILIUS. ET. 

OBIIT.27.8EPTEM. OBIIT. 15 NOYEM. HJBRBS. 
BRIS. ANNO. DOM. BRIS. ANNO. DOM. OBIIT. MAIL 14 
168a 1686. ANNO. DOM. 

JETAT.51. ^TAT*««. ISdT. 

^TAT. ^ 

FUGIT; HORA. DI8CE. MORI. 

In the fifth aisle from the west is the hurial* 
ground of the Pringle's of Galashiels^ where the 
portrait of one of them is to be seen with his 
grave-clothes on^ and a few remaining letteirs 
lipon his stone^ which run thus :-^ 
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::::::!». Site. fmOKtMl ^ 
: : : : mtitt ::::: ttflU. UUU 
:::::::: »]^iel». 38. Xlt feftttia : : : 

tuna 

1585: 

Or this :-**Hcre lies one boiioilrUbt^ Alexan*' 
der Pringle^ died at Galashiels^ 28th February 
1585. 

Upon the trail nigh the font-stone is alsd the 
foUowiiig inscription^ in a frame of stone :-~ 

HIC. JACIT. DOMINTIS. 
iACOSrs. PRINGALLV^ 
TB. A* GALLOSHEILS. 
EQVES i J : : ; : : X : ITT. 
YIGESIMODIE. AV. 
GVSTI. AN. DOM. 
1636, AETATIS SViE. 
90. 

_., , On the sixth aisle from the ivest U a hiodern 

Historjr. monument, erected for Mr David Fletcher, who 
had been minister to Melrose Congregation for 
i»0me jears; and by the itifluedtie of his brother. 
Sir John Fletcher^ the King's advocate, was ad- 
vanced io the degree of Bishop of Argyle, after 
the restoration of King Charles II. This monu- 
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meni wft8 effected by his 0od> Mr William 
Fletther^ an eminent lawyer. The armorial 
bearing oh the shield is a flory or molinei whh 
asclop shells in every angle of the iory^ and the 
letters MDF. are connected together at the side 
of the shield ; on the the other side is the date^ 
1665; and below is the following inscription:— 

SANCTORVM: TVMVLVM: SI: FAS: VIO 

LARE: QVERELS 

HVNC: QVICVNQVBj VIDEKT: FLE 

TIBVS: ORAs LAVENT 
IfAMQVE: EST: ABREPTVS: PR^SVL 

FIVS: ATQVB: FIDELIS 

PASTOR: CVI: VIGILANS: DE: GRE 

GE : CVRA i F71T 

MVNERE: SIC: FVNCTVS : GEIf ERE : PRiE 

CLARVS: VTROQVE 

ECCLESLiE: ET : POPYLO: COMMODA 

MAGKA : 7VL1T 

ET: NVKO: CVM: CHRlStO : PRtlTVR: 

MERCEDE: LABORVM 

IN: TERRIS EIVS : FAMA. COLENDA MANET. 

MEMENTOMORI. 

In the eight aisle from the west^ which is 
called the Silverless Aisle^^ is a very fine font, 

* TradiHou sttys, that the square holes through ieverj par* 
tition iriiil mrere kit^nded for the peq)le who had to undergo 
penance for their sins^ beginning at the further end of the 
building, and creeping through hole to hole alternately (giving 
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representing f lie building of its work in minia* 
ture^ having pinnacles^ windows^ shafts^ eapi-^ 
tals^ and bases, all represented in a small scale, 
forming a font. AboTe^ on the partition-wall^ \§ 
the following inscription^ in old characters :— ^ 

itittiatti : itattne : 
t^itu : panli : tnt^}> : 
tr:»:prtrf ritrttir -m. 

And upon the ground is an ancient grave- 
stone^ with an inscription upon the top, and oh 
the side of it four horse shoes : — 

+0catr pro 
antnta frat. "^ 
fttxt. attstil. 

Or, — Pray for the soul of brother Peter, the 
treasurer. 



money to eveiy monk tbat they passed to pfay for their sias,) 
till they came to this aisle, which is called the Silverless Able^ 
byitasoQ of their purses being expended. But the author 
rather thinks that these holes were presses to contain the 
ceremonial relics and jewels, used by the monks while per« 
forming their devotions at their private and puUic altarsr 
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; How beautiful it is to stt such a Tariety of 
fine pillars as are here presented to the view of 
the beholder ! but more especially the two grand 
: pilla.rs which support that quarter of the steeple^ 
whose chapiters are carved in exact imitation of 
sea^cale; and likewise the multiplicity of ribs 
or springs in the buildings ^l^ascend from the 
variegated capitals to fdtiii 'a&4rii)iA supported 
with key-stones or knclbisy^frfaich' are adorned 
with scriptural figures^ flowers*,'*^aiid vegetables^ 
like cabbages^ embossed in the finest style. The 
whole has a very fine eflfect^ and resembles a piece 
of masterly basket-work^ framed by the inter-* 
weaving of the arches^ and the lightness and ele- 
gance by which it is wrought. I shall now 
consider the south trancept^ which a popular 
poet has finely described in the following lines : — 

By a steel*c]ench'd postern door. 
The entrance now the chaucel tall ; 
The darkened roof rose high aloof 
On pillars, lofty, and light and small ; 
The key-stooes that locked each ribbed aide» 
Was a fleur-de-lys. or a quatre-feuille ; 
The corbelts were carved grotesque and grim ; 
And the pillars, with clustered shafts so trim, 
With base and with capital flourished around, 
&emed biiodtes of lances whkh garlands had bound. 

SiE W. Scott, Bart. 
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XJpoii the west side of thin traneept there is i 
door> having a shattered inscription above it^ 
with a shield in the centre^ which has two com- 
passes in saltire^ and three fleur^-de-lys^ one 
in dexter^ one in sinister^ and one in base* The 
inscription is this :---^ . 



II 



abmiteAi3S3teiute 



bo : bnt : bnitr 



This is commonly taken to be*-* 

6ft gf^yes the compass even about, 
Sn trouth ^nd laute do but doubt, 
Beliald to the hend, quath John Morvo* 

I am uncertain what this writing signifies^ 
but bjf another inscription it appears that John 
Morvo was the architect or keeper of this build-* 
iug, which I shall speak of presently* Laute 
signifies praise; which may be intended for the 
curious stair-case that leads from this door. 
And ^^ Behald to the hende^ quath Johne Mur« 
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y&/' may be to behold bis bandy works ; or> 
as. tbe compass goes eTcn about truth and praise 
will stand with doubt> if beheld to the end. 
On the south side of this door is the following 
iDlcription :**- 

^0]^ : nuiriitt) : sum ; t^tit ; taUit t 

to : : :0 ::::!! : bom : ttt : VaxJgBOt: : 

nvtainljn : anH : j^H lin : iteptns : 
fll : masHin : inttk : of : satttan 
ttraj/a : st : ]b$t : itirit : of : sla» 
gb) : tnelros t anb : ^laij : of : 
nsbbs»ba$n : : : b : of : safioan : 

i: pras : to : sob : : : b : : : ]? : batj^ 



The inscriptions run thus : 

John : Morow t sum : tyme callft 
was : i : and : born : in : Parysse : 
certainly : and .* had : in keping : 
al : mason : werk : of Santan 
drays : ye : hye : kirk : of : Glas 
gw : Melrose : and : Plulay : of 
Nyddysdayll : and : of Galway t 
I : pray : to : God : and : Mary x bath : 
and : sweet : St : John : keep : this : baly : kirk i 
frae:akaith: 
I 
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I pffesume that Mbrdw> dr McArvo, is tbe 
nataie of the Mine per soni cmlj diffiHeiiCl j 'spett. 

Tfail il a ikiost beiutiftil witidin^ fltak-CMe, 
which ascends up and finishes at the top wiih 
scTenty-four steps^ whose depth is nine inches. 
From this stair all ihe galleries extend arOund 
the soiitti df Itlre building, which have beenem« 
hellishea in front with stone balusters, the ves- 
tiges of which remain nigh the eastern window. 

I suppose that these galleries have been in- 
tended for the singing boys who were employed 
to sing during the time o^ devotion at different 
altars : or for the domesticks to stand with tor- 
ches to illuminate the church durii^ the time 
of their grand processions. The roof above is 
very fine, the groins springing from the figure 
of a man oppressed with hiji load ; and on the 
other side from the remarris of «n ^agfe. The 
key-stones are flowfelrii, anA a head fhu Aiid up 
with flowers : another has three hunting horns^ 
and J. H. S. for JFotub our Saviour^ mil upon 
the shield. Iti the ktudl arsle of this trancept 
is a font-stone, and the appearaoce of a build- 



tag for aUars ; also tiie appearance of an tinage 
upon a pedestal. 

In the small aisle on the south of Ae ehaneel 
are two stone^coffias : the one on the south wyu; 
diseovered September 13^ iSlS^ l^y di^ag ft* 
bout that place; the other was discoyered Qeto* 
ber 26, 16 IS. The former is built on every #{de 
with hewn«-work^ and a niche to contain the 
head of the person^ which is four mches out 
from the form of the coQn ; there are ia§* 
stones aboTe the built coffin^ and engraved, the 
form of St John's cros^ upon them. Th^ Iwgth 
of the skeleton is six feet^ the shank-bones of 
which are almost entire. Jt is supposfsd Jto be 
the remains of Alichael Scptt^ the famed jsriz* 
zard> who was laid at the side of the font^ 
where there was an altar^ to say mass for his 
soul. There is a head erected upon ^toniei^ pigh 
his feet, which has a very rude wizzard4ook* 
ing appearance. 

The latter is neatly done, being conipletely 
faewen from the solid stone in a concave manner, 
with a half circle to contain the head of the 
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jM^iriM; in tjbe midst of ;it is a. hale, vhich I 
thiak may have been intended to take away all 
putrefaction or dampness from the body> the 
skeleton of which still reoiains. It has a cover 
upon it^ with a shattered, inscription of— Ora## 
.• .• / amma : Ivoors :dB : Corfcrtcegr— which |s. 
Pray for the soul of * Ivors of Corbridge. 
I am of opinion^ from the inscriptions that have 
been seen^ that the whole of the area of the 
church is filled with the bones of the dead, 
It is thus admirably expressed by the poet«-^ 

I do loye these ancient ruins : 

We never tread upon them, but we set 

Our foot upon sppe reverend history ; 

And, questionless, here in these open courts, 

VSThich now lie naked to the injuries 

Of stormy weather, some men lie interred. 

Who loved the church ao well, and gave so largely to'U 

They thought it should have canopied their bones 

Till doomsday, But all thiiigs have an end. 

Churches and cities, that have diseases like to men; 

Miist bive like defith that we h|ive. 

Antiqui- To Satisfy the curiosity of the reader, I shall 

Durham here insert an account of the ceremony of inter- 
Abbey. 



* It IS the opiaion of many, and 1 do believe that this > it 
gctually the Sir Ralph Ivers, the English commander, who fell 
at the battle of Ancrum Muir, A.^ p. 1 545* 
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YiQg monks in ancieat days. When a jnonk be«r 
auaie sick^ he was cooTejed from his chamber 
to the infirmarj^ in order to have fire and o- 
ther things couvenient for him ; and wl^en bit 
attendants thought that he could not live long, 
thej sent for the prior's chaplain^ who remain* 
ed with him till he gave up the. ghost; then 
ihe barber was sent for^ whose office it was to 
take off his clothes^ put on his feet->socks and 
boots^ and wind him in his cowl and habits when 
he was immediately carried to the dead man's 
chamber^ thereto remain till n|jght; and the 
door of. the chamber where he died was locked 
by the prior's chaplain^ who carried the key to 
the prior till night. At night he was removed 
'into a chapel^ there to remain till eight in the 
morning ; two monks were then appointed to be 
mourners^ and to sit all night on their knees ^ 
the corpse's feet ; children were appointed to 
sit in stalls on every side of him, to read David's 
Psalms till eight in the morning, when the 
corpse was carried to the chapter-house, where 
the prior and the whole convent ^met it, and 
said their dirge, none being permitted to enter 
the cliaptcf-house during the prayers for his 
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M«l. YlMiff 4eiM>tion being ended, be was €ar« 
ried by the monks to the ceiitry-garth> where ht 
WES bufied^ with a chaliee of wax upon hit 
breaet^ and his bine bead held oyer his gim^e 
dkiring the funetal by four meQk«> whieh beat 
wm given to iht barber for his attention to the 
deceased^ and fof digging ^lis graye. At the 
time ef the burial enly one peal of bells was 
rung. 

The priors w<^^ buried ip tk^ ^f^mis or4(HF 
within th^ churchy and not in the /efBiit,ry-giirti^ 
in their mitres and yestm^ntn^ and with ^ 41^41 
chaliee on their brnaiit. 

Heifot Abbots had great power in their monasteries 

JJJJJJjJ' they haTing laws within tbemseWes to execute 
justice ; monks who committed great crimes 
were confined to a strong prison^ called the 
lying house^ appropriated for offenders; and 
monks> after they had ]i)een beat eyen to a pleor 
tiful effusion of bloody have^ by the abbot's 
orders^ been again confined to the dungeon. 

The abbots' public dress was the Dalmatic, 
or seamless coat of Christ, the mitre, crosier^ 
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Ij^VM^ rimg, nod ealidals ; and at ftmr decease 
(heir feals were broken in pieces on oBe of thtf 
s^» befon the great altnr. Thej lay in A* 
centre ef the choir in state^ arrayed in tbek 
pMtificak^ until the third day^ when they were 
bnridl with their crosier in ihtir hand^ and 
thek mitre/ gloyes^ ring^ sandals^ ^and a siW^r 
dbalice «n their breast. 

I must BOW mal^ a few remarks ufion the 

chancel : in the first place^ by being in the cea» 

tfre t>f the biulding> exactly where the dome 

Stood^ there yba perceive the variety and sub« 

Umity of the illuininated wtn(b>ws^ but more 

etpecililly those in the south and east, whose 

arches seem to ascend from condu^tors^ and 

whose shafli are of the most delicate hue. 

It is thus beautifully described by the poet in 

a tnoon-light scene :-— 

The noon on Hie ettt oriel sko&e 

Through slender shafts, of shspely stone^ 

By foliaged tracery combined : 

Thou woaldst have thought smne fadry's hand 

Twixt poplars straight tlie osier wand. 

In many a freakiib knot, had twined ; 

l%to' framed a spell, when the work was done. 

And changed the wiltow*wreaths to stone. 

Sir W. Scott, Bart 
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' niegraad altar stood abont tbe ebncal dr 
h6B.d of fbe cross^ ir here their is a f<Hit«8tooe 
for the holy Water/ and likewise presses to couk 
tein their wafers and wiae for the cereraoBial 
Sidpafh'i performance of certain rites. There is like^ 

Border 

Hittorj, wise here a black marble stone ( petriied wkb 
shells)^ in the form of a cojBKn^ which is said 
to be upon the tomb of Waldeyus, tbe second 
abbot of Melrose^ son of David's Queen> by her 
former husband^ Simon St Liz/ whose reputa-* 
tidn for sanctity was so high^ that he was caiio** 
Bized after his death* Waldevus was a monk 
in tb€f monastery of*Rievalle^ and elected abbot 
of Melrose in 1148; he died ten years after^ cm 
the 3d August 1158. King Malcolm held htm 
in the highest reverence^ and was guided by hi« 
instructions. He was elected in the last year 
of his life to the bishoprick of St Andrews^ ia 
the room of Bishop Robert^ but could not be 
prevailed upon to abandcHi his convent^ prog-* 
nosticating he had not long to live. On May 
22^ 1170^ twelve years after his death; his grave 
was opened in presence of Ingelram^ Bishop of 
Meir. chr. Glasgow^ and four abbotSj called thither on 
I^! '^' purpose^ when it .s said his body was found 
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eBttw, and liis garments undecayad; after tl^e 
celebfi^Mi of mass, the bitbop and abbots, iif itb 
all the monka of the convent, pot a new stone 
«f poikbed marble o? er fats holy dost, all beii^ 
fiUad with joj, and te9tifying, by tbeir joint 
acelamation, tbat truly this waa a man df GoilJ 

Tfre monk Jeeelioe, of Fnrnes, wrote the life 
of this celebrated abbot ; one of the stories m* 
lated of bim is bis increasing the corn in the 
granaries belo^ing to the monastery in tlse 
netghboufing villages of Eildon and Gatton- 
side, otft of wbich were fed four tbonsaod poor 
people for three months, without any dinvinii-* 
tion of the first qnantity ; wbich reoiained tiM 
the erop was off the ground, and then began 
to waste. The following lines were written by 
Fordun to the memory of this saint : — 

MelroB melliia w est ftUta vita 
Ture vacatur ita, patre potiotr pMta^ 

In 1206 died William, the ninth abbot of 

Melrose, which was forty-eight years after the 

death ofWftldevus; and William bein^ coa-r 

aidered another Waldevus in sanctity, it was 

L 



m(he:4itti. 4s tli» wotkiMa if ere. pMpackig 
lit^illia«!jii grwtj tmitiMf RDhert^. wlio wasi u 
9ftj|^i by t^ itdvifie iQflsMie o^ Ms ibretibceQ, nol 
withoiit rcilactanfa and miJiclk reUf^oiis horfoCi 
^ais^d thf^ €K)jrw;of WalditTus't tomb a Kttte^ 
Vfhtu, lo ! bis nose was struck witb a frag-- 
|a0c^ ai^if tbe;Sftifijt'9 foii^bibtidbiseil fi)kd witb 
spaces; tbit ciTQt»9st4iic^ buppwif^ in^ tho 
4wilight>. a^cmdh WM'! bffOMgbt^ aod ^l\ if bo 
IfjDre pres^ looli^i^ bito the tpnab^ and saw tbe 
stored, boiiy^eiitige^. wi^ itf tciatin^f i «$ fteab 
99^ bf^antifilJ; ^ it ^fj^faad bfon. jii«l: put, 00 j 
Hk^t^yfpw si4 moaka andau^ lay brotbei^ vihp 
b^d tbeb«f|)^q^93.of tbusgriBlifjinstJi^ir pigu^^ 
tb^DHiiigh piiesii»pi»iaWi Qurioiitj. Ib 124Q^ 
Wnidev^'^ tomb; was agam cpwed, wbea hM 
body was.foii«9d to b^* imc^uld^red; into du^t; 
tbose that were present carried off some of the 
small bones^ leaving; tb.0 re^t tQ repose in peace. 
One of the company was William^ , son to the 
Karl of Dunbar^ who begged and obtained one 
of the Saint's teeth, by which it is reported 
that many wonderful cures were performed. 
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Btfme iup)[>08e that thlg marble stbnieltes upba 
fSShg Alexander IL ; but it is more probable 
ib he upon Waldevos. History sats tbat King 
:ATe'kantter II. was buried at the high altar of 
Melrose abbey, with this inscription on his 
tomb:— 

fieeteyise c\yptos, pat plebis, diix miserordm, Mllne't 

Rex rectus, rigidus, sapiens, eoiisultus, honestus ; M^iTTe^ 

Rex plus, rex fortis, rex o^tiiiius, rex opuleiitus. puiiili» 

Kottdhik Mils 'ipse ^ecmidiis etat. #. 
AnAister d^ts et quintis rex fuit ipse. 
Insula quae Oameri dicitur huoc rapuit. 
I^iritus alia ))etit cxlestibus associatus^ 
Sed fifelroasenis osa icpulta tenet 

No such tomb nor inscription is now to be 
seen, though, perhaps, it may haye been upon 
the wall, but now effaced. 

There were aho monuments erected here in 
remembrance of some of the family of Dou* 
glas* that were interred here ; such as Wil^ 



* A heart makes part of Douglas*' arms. Origin of this cir- 
iMiJiitaiiee :-^Robert Bruce, on his death-^bed ordered that his 
heart should be carried by Sir James Douglas to the Holy 
Land, to be buried at Jerusalem. The fate of Douglas oa 
this ejipedition, is thus related by Lord Hailes :— '< Mean^ 
*' Mililtit Douglas, having the heart of his dear master, set sail 
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Uam Dooglaa, Knight af Liildtsd&le^ tailed tlie 
jOcHfrer of cbiYalrj> and Willmm Dougtft»^ wlto 
killed tke dark Knight of Lidditdak, and 
Arcbibatd Dougks> and James Earl of Doih 



'* from Scodmd with a nmncroiis and spkndid retiniir* Me 
^ Iheiefere resolved to visit Spain* and combat the Saraccai 
** in hii progress to Jerusalem. Doii^ las and his eompapioiia 
** were honourably' entertained by Alphomus the XL the 
" young kii^ of Leon and Castile**' 

After describii^ the battle, the account proceeds tlms : — 
*' Douglas with bis companions eagerly pursued the Samcens^ 
^ Taking the casket, firhich contained the heart of Bruce, — be 
^ thsesr it before him, and cried, Aaw, pasB thou mutford, 
" M tkm mms want, and Douglas toiil follow thee, pr die,'' 

" The fugitives rallied. Surrounded and overwhelmed by 
'^fuporior nambere, Douglas fell* His few survivii^g com** 
^ panions found his 1>od^ ip the field* together with the cas« 
** ket, and feveaently conveyed tfiem to Scotland. The re« 
'* mains of Douglas were iiitf;ri:ed in fbe sepulchre of his fof&- 
** fathers; and the heart of King Rojbejit Srnce was deposited 

— I ■■ ■■■III I I » I I I ■ I II " II I" ! I » ■' 

According to tbe Abridged Scots Chronicle^ oj* llh^ Slack 
fknikof Paisley* page7l« 

^ ^' King Roliert died art Cardross, the SOtli of his r^gn» «fid 
" was buried iu Dunfermlia. After 4his time, Sir james Doug- 
** hi9, a most worthy champion^ Mas chosen l)y the noUea to 
*« pass wilb King Robert's heart to Jeru^al^Pinumd there taci|usf 
<^ the same to be 'buried within jthe Temple^ l>eside tjbe Sepul^ 
" dire of our Lord^ conform to the s^id King's ^directiong b«- 
^ cause lie ha^ avouctied or voived^ to have past with a gieat 
'^arm; in dc&nce Gi the .Cluistiaii &ith against the Xurk» Aod 



J 
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glu, vho Ml at the Imttle of OtferiburB. ' EkH dwma 
Doagiai), was a betoic general, and by hk va- 
i<mr If nickty recovered the groaud be lost from 
th€ enemy ; fie rasbed into the thickest of the 
battle wtth two of bis friends^ and made terrible 
alaugfatcT;, but before bis men could come to 
jiis assistanee, tie received three mortal wounds, 
and was laid on the ground, when a priest de*> 
fended him Taliantiy from any further hurt. 
The nobles coming up^, asked him how he did ? , 

he answered, '* very well ; that he was dying 
in the field of honour^ as most of his ancestors 
had done, and had only three things to desire 
t>f them, viz. to conceal his death till the 
bMtle was over ; that they would not suffer his 



^* Sarazens, if he lifid not been hiarlered by wars at home* and 
** now prveoted by deatb. Sir James Dotigfass trillingly 
" obeyed, as he had most faitnfully served King Robert durhjg 
** his life. They inclosed his heart hi a case of gold, embalm- 
*' «d witli «weet spices and precious ointment, accompanied 
^* with Sur WjHiara Sinclair, aiid Sir Robert Logan, with many 
** Dther noble men and valiant men, passed and buried the 
*• mil h6art with great reverence and folemnity at the place 
^' appoHited. Tliefelbr« the Douglasses bear tlie bloody heart 
'* in their coatof atms. He purposed to return hon>e; but he 
'* was killed, whh all his nobles and valiant men. It is chront* 
f*? cled, that he was victoriuus agawst Turks and Saracens thir- 
leen tunes. And against the £iigli9b fifty-seven times.' 



^ 
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ttMdacd t0 te tiOLCtt 4«w*.; nfld ike^ ikey 

M^vtred hi* body with actaak, 'dUf h^ed Us bta- 
4ier,ftnd cried out'' ▲ DtH^kt ! A Dougkft !'^ 
4it whicb «ouiid hi» soldiers made a desperate 
'Ciiar;ge^ beat the eoemybaek^ took He&ry Percj^ 
their geoeraU i^risoner^ and put the rest to fligbti 
Heiicjr Percy junior was also taken^ and <leibai(<- 
ed by the other wing* The bitttle being over, 
the Scots carried off the two Percies, with £owt 
himdred pritfoaers of note> and dismissed the 
jest ; thej took Douglas's corpie^ with thotfe of 
otfier noblenen alonj^ with thekn^ and interred 
ihem at Melrose with military pomp, and e^^y 
lloooiir that could be paid by the abbot ao<i 
monks ; and solemn mass was celebrated for the 
good of their souls. This victory was obtained 
August 15^ 1388. Douglas's standard^ and 
Percy's armour^ or jack^ are kept in the house 
of Douglas of Cavera^ in the county of Rox- 
burgh^ that family being hi^ Hneal descendants. 
Many great men are also buried in Mehrose> 
auch as De Valoniis^ Yausses of Dirlton, SiMn- 
erville's^ Balfour's^ and others now unknown ; 
some of whom are buried in the chapt^r-^hduse. 
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HERE. LYES 
COSORGE. 
PHINGIE. 

OF flUCKE; 

WHO. 

BBCEASEXk 

TnE5TH 

1603, 
AGED 78. 



HERE. LYES 
KATAR^KIUUHD 
SAY. SPOUSE. TO 
JOUS PfllNGLE 
€y^ WIH^LUM LAW 
WHO. DEOEASEI> 
THE 2^ OF APRLLE 
l<}80.AG£D.76. 



HERE. LYES 

JOHECMlUfC^a^ 

OF WILLIAM, 

LAW; vmo 

PJBCEASEJ). THE 
24. OF. APRILS^ 
Aff[6.AG«iD.t?, 



Tbf; 9t^Ah^oveis.Tei:y Qucloiis^ buying a^ k^y- 
s^ue ia tb^ oeatre^. with a. figure of a saint 
m^oj^ i|> bfoUiag a crifciti'S:^ our Savipur qu the 
c;;o^.ir Qtb^r, key-stpn^^s. h^ve fig:ures hpldiDg 
k^j;8^ others I^lfiiqg.St Andrew's cross, others 
^itli B*?.tpra.l staves ia their hands,, an4. a ^Ipiv^ 
^puad th^ir hea^d^. 



I shj41 now make some remarks uqod th^ 
npitb tCftncept^ Ip the-fiirst place> on the west 
tide of the trancept is the statue of Peter, with 
a^hook open> his right han^r upon it, and two 
kfg^^ haogin§ at his left side; another figure 
is Psi*U who.hoJLdf a. swprd iu his front; below 
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these figures are the remaiDS of a stair wbicb 
went up to the Treaturj^ having a foqt^stooe 
at the foot of it. On the east side of this trao* 
cept are elegant pillars, whose capitals are exe«* 
cuted with the greatest correctness; there is 
likewise a hand in exact imitation of nature^ 
which apparentfj; tapports the whole of the 
springing vrch ; and below the statue of Peter 
is the ancient burial-ground of the Cairncros- 
ses of Hislop, and Colmsly Towers. 

In the north of this trancept is a square re«^ 
cess in the wall, finely ornamented with a rnn** 
ning flower^ having fourteen pedestals to cor-^ 
tain small images, perhaps for the twetve a- 
postles, our Saviour, and the Virgin Mary. 
Below is a Saxon door, which goes down three 
steps into a cellar, called the wax-cellar, that 
was made to contain the tapers and candles used 
for burning at the altars and shrines of the saints, 
especially at the altar of St Mary and St Wal- 
dave. These steps at the door appear to he 
grave-sfones^ as they are formed like coffins, 
having a cross and shield upon one stone, aiidt 
an inscription upon another, bearing this r«-^ ' 
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These graves-stones are undoubtedly t)]der 
than this part of the building, it being built 
upfon the third part of thero ; and I suspect that 
they are upon the bents of some venerable dead. 

The north small aisle of the bodv of the church 
forms a beautiful piazea, which has four clus- 
tered pillars executed ip the highest styl^, and 
as perfect as if they were newly finished ; the 
groins ascend from these pillars* and terminate 
by key-stones^ forming a caiiliflower And other 
vegetables* Below is the door to the cloister^ 
and on the west of this ^oor is a ^mall monu- 
ment, in remembrance of the ' Kers of Y air^ 
whose arms are upon a shield, viz a stag's headj 
a cheveron, and three mullets within it ; below 
which is the following inscription ;-— 

HKIR LTIS THE. RACE 
OF. YE. HOVS OF.ZIIR. 

Hereis alto a buriaUsrround of ttu^K^rrs pf 
Kippiimm, deseaaded frooi the Hwb qf Y*if 

M 
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and Sutherland Hall^ and the following iatcrip*^ 
tions upon their tomb-stones :— - 

HERS LYES LIEUTENANT*COL0NEL ANDREW 
KER OF KIPPILAW. WHO WAS. BORN AT . 
HELROSB THE 83d FEBRUARY ISSO YEARS. AND 
DIED AT KJPPILAW UPON THE S OF FEBRUARY 
Ifi97. IN THE 77 YEAR OF HIS AGE. 
AND HIS ON LY SON ANDREW KER 
WRITER TO THE SIGNET. WHO DYED. THE 
FIRST DAY OF OCTOBER 1744, AGED 
S5 YEARS. 

HERE LIES ELIZABETH KARR, 

DAUGHTER TO. LIEUTENANT 

COLONEL. ANDREW. KARR 

OF KIPPILAfl. WAO. DYED THE 

S7 DAY. OF. MARCH; 1701. IN . ' "^ 

THE20TU YE\R. OF HER AGE. 

HERE ALSO LIETH THE REMAINS 

OF JOHN AND MARGARET KARR, 

SON AND DAUGHTER OF ANDREW 

KARR OF KIPPILAW. THE FORMER 

DIED AT KELSO THE lOTH OCTOBER 1746, 

AGED — YEARS AND THE LATTER 

AT EDINBURGH THE Stb MARCH 1782, 

AGED 88 YEARS. 

The established church left the abbey A. D. 
1810. His Grace the Duke of Buccleugh and 
Queensberrj in 1813. cleared off five solid feet 
of rubbish, at that time was discovered some of 
the original pavement made of brick or tile, a*^ 
bout five inches square, glazed different cor 
Imira; and applied for the paving of the church; 
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formed into dambrods^ or mosaick work^ where 
the vestige of them remains about the Silyer* 
less aisle. Also was found square pieces about 
two inches in thickness^ all glazed^ that had 
been applied for the building up of their small 
altars. 

The stone that the abbey is built with comes 
Irom Dryburgh^ Bemerside^ Newton^ and Les-* 
sudden^ all within three and four miles of Mel- 
rose. And it is said> that the workmen wrought 
for one penny per day. 

In the interior of the buildingthere aretwenty* 
seven ornamental windows in the galleries, 
twenty one pillars^ and eight half pillars> or 
pilasters^ in the solid walL The height of the 
two grand pillars from the top of the capitals 
to the ground^ is thirty-six feet^ circumference 
round the shafts^ eighteen feet. The breadth 
jfrom one grand pillar to the others, which is the 
breadth of the great alley of the churchy twen- 
ty-six feet four inches. The north small aisle^ 
-41 alley^ is seven feet hi breadth. The south 
small aisle^ or alley^ is tte and a haif fieet in 
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breadth. The geaeral ht^t af the ednMMH 
piUari» oineteeii feet two inches ; circumfereDee 
rouod their shafts^ fourteen feet s hreadth frou 
pillar to pillar^ fifteen feet. Height of the 
grand arehet^ from top t# bottdm^ flftj*tbrt4^ 
feet. Height of the small arches^ twentynakle 
feet. Length from the north to the south tran- 
cqtts, one hmdred and seTenteen feet.*--«>Breidth 
•f tranceptsi by taking in their smalt ajaled^ 
Ibrtgr^feur feet. Length from tbe cbaneel t0 
Ike end of the cross^ two hundred and fifty-six 
feet. The outside length and breadth of the 
building is mentioned in page 30. of this work. 
I have now finished my description of the rUin, 
to which the following lines^ of the pathetie 
poet Bruce> are not inapplicable:*^ 

"^ Ittoe uAeA it^d the tndniicholy wail^, 

LaihM t^ the inui'ty tenpesti ««ld aiid VMki 
That whittle moornfu] through the empty aisles^ 
Aiid piece-meal crumble down the towers to dustt 
^qual in age atid shatfers of it^ fate, 
A tow of mois-grewii trtei aroatid it 4tflttd; 
Scarce here and tbeie upon their blasted tops^ 
A shri?eird leaf distinguishes the year. 

Upon an old tomb-rtoiie in Mvlrbse chUreli* 
y«id; i& IM fottowing imcr^tiiM :«^ 
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TSB e^RTH QOHM 
ON THF EARTH 
eTLIKTHlNG LIKB 

GOLD; 
THh EARTH GOES T© 
TH E B 4 RTH SOONSE. 
THRN IT WOLD; 
THE &ARTU BUILDS 
On THE EARTH Cast- 
L£S AND TOWERS I 
THB EARTH H\TS TO 
Ta« EARTH. ALL SHALL 
BE OURS. 

ABBOTS OF MELROSE. 

Kinst DEvid I. the founder ot several abbeys. Ridpath'c 
intf odfie«d all kinds of mechanics iqto the monas- ^^ p* '^'^• 
^ritt he built in order to banish idleness^ th6 
itKrther of vice^ and procure at an easy rate the 
ilet(»saries of life. Aecordinglj^ in the abbej 
of Melrose there were painters^ carvers^ joiners^ 
Bttiitfis^ masons^ vine-dresseri^ and husbandmen^ 
irho were all under the supertntendance of an 
elder; their earnings were put into the common 
fttock for the maintenance of the religious men. 
The first abbot elt^eted by David to Melrose was 
Rkhard, in th« ytiar 1 188, being the same year 
in which it was (Wnded. To him succeeded 
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Waldevus^ son of David's Qoeen^ Maud, in the 
Syam^c year 1148. Fordunsays he performed many mi- 
the stinrti racles^ and is now ranked among the saints of the 
Romish church ; mahy offerings were made at 
the tomb of the said Waldevus. Joceline of 
Fumes succeeded him in the year 1 168, and wrote 
an account of Waldeyus's life ; he was interred 
here, and was a great benefactor to the abbey. 
Joceline was succeded by Laurientius, an abbot of 
great meekness, and a learned divine. Ralph 
succeeded him in the year 1194:. In the year 
1201, John of Salerno, a cardinal and legate from 
Pope Innocent III., held a council at Perth, at 
which cannons were appointed. In the same yeat 
the legate went to Ireland, accompanied by Ralpb- 
the abbot of Melrose, who made him bishop of 
Down. The legate being hospitably entertained 
sootia at Melrose, remained there more than fiftjr 
nights, but left the monastery without settling* 
a dispute that had taken place betwixt the monks 
of Melrose and Kelsa In the year^ 1268, the 
abbot and a number of the monks of Melrose 
were excommunicated, in a council held at 
Perth, for killing a clergyman at the Stow, and 
wounding several other persons, in a dispute re* 



Sacra. 



MUM*! his. 



I- 



89 

spectiiig their marches. Wiiliam^ the ninth ab- 
bot of Melrose^ died in the year 1206. Mat- chnm. 
tbev^^ abbot of Melrose, in the year 12M* 
Patrick, another abbot of Melrose, in the year 
1296. William de Peebles was prior in the year Fofd. 
13S2. Robert Kildalacfa^ formerly a monk and 
abbot of Dunfermline, and Chancellor of Scot- Miine*! iiii» 
land, was likewise abbot of Melrose. John Fogo, 
another abbot, was confessor to King James I. spotu^p. 
and miich taken notice of for his learning ; he 
disputed with great force against Friar Har<- 
diog, and confuted Paul Craw, the Bohemian. 
AVidrew Hunter, abbot of this place, was con^ 
fessor to King James IL, and Lord High Trea« gj^ j. ^^^ 
tprer in the year 1449. Michael Balfour, Se- in^fme. 
eretary to King James IV., was abbot of Mel- 
rose in the year 1495. Afder him was Andrew 
Durie, abbot about the year 1527 ; he was one The Men* 
of the witnesses to the afinreement made at An- MUne's hii-> 

° toryofMel- 

crum, the 16th of March 1539, betwixt the row pariiU, 

p.51« 

Kers of Cessford and Kers of Fairniehirst, a- 
gainst the Scots of Buccleugb, for killing Ker^ 
the laird of Cessford^ at the battle of Melrose, 
which was the foundation of the deadly feuds 
that took place betwixt the Kers and Scots, 
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EmIi of the puties bound ihwamUen in Hm 9r 
gteement to go to the four pilgrimages of Scot* 
ImA, Tiz. Scone, Dundee. Puislej^ and Me|ro0e> 
for a chaplain to say mass for the souls of tb^se 
that were slain at the baltie of Melrose*. An-^ 



* 4boat a mile from Melrose, on the north side of Der* 
mUk, adjoining the Tweed, is a place called the Skuiii«r-»bill» 
but man likely the Skiramb^faUi. from the battle that was 
fought there 1 8th July 1526. The occasion of which was, 
that King James V. frequently compkiining to his Inend^ 
fwutieuiariy to tbe E»i of Lemioi, of the restraint be wa^ 
under while he was m the £arl of Angus's hands. liCnnox 
advised him to employ the Laird of Bucdeugh to relieve hiniy 
<for be was a wost powerful man upon the borders), and hf^ 
an ihveterate hatred against the Earl of Angus. Buccleugh 
being advised of this privtiteiy, encouraged the Borderers to 
CMumit great disorders, on purpoaie to bijiig the Kii^ in pe% 
son there, to necti^ them. 

The design took place : apd the King, to do justice, ac« 
companied by the Earls of Angus and Lennox, Lords Hume, 
Fleoung, and Erskiae, with Cessford, Faimicbirst, fnd others 
came to Jedburgh. It was concerted that Buccleugh, who 
dwelt within a few miles of Jedburgh, should mvite the King 
to his house, and retain him there till more were com^ to his 
asistauce ; but the plot failed, and the King was broughlt 
back to Melrose, as Buchanan expresses it. However Buc* 
deugh resolved to prosecute what he intended. He assembled 
about lOOO horse, of his friends and dependants, and as tbe 
Kiug was on his way to pass the draw bridge on Tweed, 
about half-a-mile from the fid i of battle, they perceived a 
,body of armed men coming (i«>wn Hahdon hHJ. When th^ 
were come within distance of discerning, they were known 
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other abbot of Melrp^e is, Fogo^ about this same 
date. There were more abbots here of the 
name of Andrew^ and Hunter. Andrew^ abbot aidpath's 
bf Melrose^ in the year 1542^ was made bishop 
of Whithorn^ and had one thousand merks an« 
nually from King James V.^ in order that James 
Stuart^ his natural son^ might succeed him as 
abbot. After him Cardinal de Guise was named 
abbot by Marj»r of Lorrain^ but be never took 
possession. 
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to be commanded by the Laird of Buccleugh. Douglas ob- 
served to the King. " Sir» Yon is Buccleughy and thieves 
*' of Anandale with him, to unbeaet your grace from the gate. 
'* 1 vow to God they s|ball either fight or flee, and ye sfaaH 
'* t^rry here on this know, and my brother Qeorge with y<)V» 
'* with any other company you plesise» aod I shall |^ aiifl 
" put yon thieves oflf the ground, and red the g^te unto your 
*' grace, or ejse die for it." Immediately a h|Etrald ^as sent 
to know their intentions, and commanding tbei^ to withdraw 
out of the way. Buccleugh's answer was.— He caine to 
do the King service, and to invite hini to his house : That b^ 
knew the King's mind as well as any of hn followers, and 
would not go away till be saw him, nor obey any other but his 
Prince. (There is a stone erected at a place called Kae-sidc, 
where Buccleugh rallied his forces, to prepare themselres for 
combat.) When Douglas heard the herald's answer, he pre* 
sently alighted from his horse, and gave orders for all the 
reit of the men to dismount, and to prepare themselves to 
fight on fbot The first onset was given by Buccleugh and his 
men, with mighty fury, and a great sb^ut^ and the battle 
for a while was very fierce, as. being in the presence of the 

N 
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MONKS OF MELROSE. 

I understand from Mr Hay's Seotia Sacra, 
that there i?ere one hundred monks in Melrose, 
exclusive of the abbot and other dignitaries of 
the church. Reginald of Roxburgh^ a monk of 

Ford c. 19. Melrose^ negociated a treaty for his master^ King 
Alexander III., at the court of Norway^ in the 
year J 265. Another monk was brother Regi- 
nald de Rehalle, in the year 1^91. The monks 
belonging to this abbey wrote a chronicle, called 

MiiQe*s the Mailrose Chronicle, ef which there are several 

Hut. 



Kiog, who was a beholder, and was to be the rewarder of the 
▼ictor. Lords Hume, Cessford, and FaimiehirBt, had taken 
leave of the King to return home; bat having seen Buccleugh 
at a distance they returned back for the security of the King, 
they having 80 spearmen that set on afresh on the wing of the 
laird of Buccleugh and bore his forces down. At last Buccleugh 
being wounded, his whole company turned their backs and 
fled, and was pursued by the laird of Fairniehirstand Cessford 
in a most furious manner; but white they were at the foot of a 
path the laird of Cessford was slam by the stroke of a spear, 
by an Elliot, a servant to the laird of Buccleugh. 
• There being a number killed upon the Angus side $ and 
of the Buccleugh's four score and fourteen, who died for the 
defence of the King, and at the command of his writing. 
. The King remained all that night at Melrose, and was sorrow 
that such an aotion had taken place. Next morning he passed 
on for Edinbuigfa. 
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isaiiuscript copies both in Scotland and England; 
it was begun in 785^ and continued down to the 
year Id70; it chiefly treats of the affairs of the 
kingdom, and is a continuation of Bede's his- 
tory. A friend ofPatrickGordon^ Esq. brought Patrick 
him a book of virgin parchment^ tery much torn, preface of 

K. Robert 

almost illegible^ and in many places wanting Bruce*! be 
leaves^ yet baying the beginnings which wp.s writ-- 
ten by a monk belonging to the abbey of Melrose^ . 
called Peter Fenton; in the year of our Lord 
1369, a year before the death of King David 
Bruce. It was in old rhyme^ like to Chaucer. 



REVENUES OF THE ABBEY. 

This famous abbey was endowed with largo 
revenues, and many immunities, as appears by 
the charters granted to the abbot and convent 
by several of our Kings : 

'^ David I. by the grace of God King of the F«"<nn » 

LatiQ IISS* 

ScotSs to all bishops, abbots, counts, barons, and 
to all good men and faithful allies of his king- 
dom in France, England, and Scotland, safety: — 
Be it known to you that I, for my soul, and 
for the souls of my father and mother, and for 
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the touk of Edgwr whd ray other broiher^ ^nd 
ifor the souls of my sister md wife MatiMa^ and 
likewise for the soul of Heorj, my too aod heur^ 
jftnd for, the souls of my aucestors and suocet- 
sors^— Jlaye granted «od giren to God> and to 
St Mary of Melrose, and to the monks of Rie-^ 
valle^ serving God at that place, and their suc<* 
cessors, my son and heir Henry confirming it rb^jr 
his charter for a perpetual possession, the land 
of Melrose, and the whole land pf Eildon, and 
th^ whole land of Darnick, divided by their pro^ 
per bounds into level parts by meadows and w»r 
tery pastures, and ploughed land, into highways 
and footpaths, and other things of that sort, freo 
and delivered from all landed servitude^and ex--^ 
action^ to be possessed io a perpetual secular 
tenor. Be it known to you, moreover, that I 
have given to the aforesaid monks, and confirm-^ 
ed in this my charter^ all the fruits, and pasture, 
and timber in my land, and in the forest of Sel- 
kirk, and of Traquair, and between Gala an4 
Leader water, besides both the fishery of the 
Tweed, every where on their side of the river 
as on mine. Besides all that has been already 
mentioned, I have given and confirmed to them 
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IB «dd)tioD^ t\§e mhtle Jaad aod ipastuee of ^irat- 
ioBside^ ^hich I myself^ along with mjf ^•n 
Hear jT, add Rieliard^ abbot^ef the^UHie iiburch^ 
««rvej6d on Friday moraiq^^ ^^tt asQcaision-^ 
Mir Lord^ and the second year of 4he ciiptiice 
ofSta^phea ofBoloigo, iKrinf^ OpfiEi3lgl«ad>4afaeo 
praoutr^ 4MuiO'deBi. 1443. Pf eient ^at ^itiMMas 
of tlMslrwMa^stion^ John^ Greasge^ and 'Willianij 
^and9ons^of -the King^ Hugo de More^ille. 
WillkiDide Somerville^ GerTasiiM Ridd^ll^^aild 
Hear J our son. I^bh^ ttborefore^ thai: (thigr 
aU may hold and potsesi^the'aforesaidlaods^^aad 
(tbeir appurtenances^ \irith .greater freedom add 
stability than any ofter tenor -eould be held: and 
possessed. Witnesses^ Henry my son/' &c. 

Confirmation of Count ^ehry to fhe 
Abbey of Tdelrose. 

/^ lienry, the son of David, by the grace of 
(GrodKingof Scotland, to all bishops, abbots, 
counts, gentlemen, and all good men in France 
and England, allies of the Scots, safety :— Be it 
known unto you, that I for my soul, and for the 
souls of my father and mother, and of my uncle 
Edgar, sincerely," &c. in the same words as the 
preceding. 
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Another charter^ granted by King Malconi:, 
is much the same as that granted bj David I. :— - 

'* Malcolm^ by the grace of God King of the 
Scots, &c. — ^That I have granted and given the 
whole of my forest of Selkirk and Traquair^ to 
cut timber and fuel wherever they can find it 
most convenient for the abbey ; besides the pas- 
ture of Gala nearest to it/ from the eastern part 
where the river runs to the bounds of Tweed- 
dale, and thence to the proper divisions of 
Richard de Moreville, that is to say, the whole 
land of Gala to the Leader, to cut timber, accor^ 
ding as they shall see it necessary for them; and 
besides the fishery of the Tweed on my side as 
well as on theirs, I have given also in the lower 
part of Colmsly one place to build a cow-house 
for a hundred cows, and a fold. And besides I 
have given to them the fishery of Selkirk, and 
one of the nets which I hold in a free and h'o^ 
Dourable tenor in Berwickshire. All these 
things I give to the monks of Melrose^ and 
confirm by this my charter. I wish, ther^r 
fore," &c. 
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Another dbarter oC confirmation was granted 
bj King William the Ljon^ after his return 
from England^ which is miich the same as the 
above. 

There is another charter granted by Alexan- 
der Kbgof Scotland^ '^ confirming the land be- 
tween Gala and Leader^ and ordering no per- 
son to cut timber or kill game without the 
special permission of the abbot and monks> un- 
der the penalty of ten pounds Scots/' 

Another charter of confirmation was granted 
bj Alexander !!• King of Scotland,— '^ That I 
have granted to the church of St Mary of Mel- 
rose the lands of Machline^ and the pasture in 
the forest, and the land towards the land of 
Douglas, and the fishery of the riv?r, and the 
land of Edmonstone, and twenty acres of land 
of the Berwick tofts, and the land of Eskdale. 
according to the divisions which are mentioned 
in the charter of Robert de Anenil, and of Ger- 
vasius his heir. Likewise the whole laud be- 
low the feu of Hownam, and the donation 
which Count Cospafrious made to the same 



98 

ihonks of tlie land of Heiieshowed and Spot^ 
flie donation which William the Bruce made 
to them of fisheries near the church of Queen- 
patrick^ with one acre of land^ and the pas- 
ture of four cows and oxen^ and other ap** 
purfenances of the villa of Queenpatrick^ 
Likewise two yokings of land and two acres 
of meadow^ with the pasture for forty sheep^ 
which the abbot of Kelso gave to them on ac- 
count of a peace established betwixt then!. 
Likewise that land which they have from Pat- 
rick de Riddle^ in the district of Wilton ; and 
the donation which Count Patrick made to them 
of the whole of that arable land called the 
Sorrowless- fields situated on the Leader water ; 
the whole of that lee land which Richard of 
Lothian gave to them in September^ as the char* 
ter of that said Richard doth testify. Like* 
wise that private charity which David GiflFbrd*, 
and Walter^ his son and heir^ gave to the abbot 
of Melrose^ and to the aforesaid monks. I have 
granted to them likewise the peaceful composi- 
tion made between the Count of Pau and of. 
Dunbar^ and the aforesaid monks^ upon the dis- 
pute which they had concerning the pasture to- 



wards thevre^ttn paiis of the Lendeiv- Mlhe 
'miting9 wkich were tlien writtes ia testify. I 
Imve graoted to tbera the pmate giA; by Alfam 
the soo of Walter^ of the peature ihtA wm he^ 
tim^eB^ ibe» on the western pari of'Leadteu 
Wbexefore I order that the said moaks sf Mell^ 
cope may possess all the aforesaiid grmats^froroft' 
torvilude^ Sie. William of Bosoh^ anldiothecsip 
inUiesses/' 

Aeharterof Hober* li teethe AlHMtroifMIeb^ 
ffose.<-^^^ This chartev spealis^of thr lands of Cm^ 
tick, gi^ea fi'om the eoneesaionsof the Counts 
of Camcfc, for a/ pure and perpetual charity toir 
the abbot vnd monks of Melrose ; and tikowia^ 
the land of Machline, (or a pure eharity, to te 
free of all customs^ imposts^, or any: thing' of 
that kind : and by the special order of the Kingr^ 
thai no person shall presume to yes^ oppresSj, 
or any way to harass either die religioas menr 
iliemseUes, or their lands. Afr a^ teatinumy of 
this teansaction we have ordered these our letfe 
ters to be published at Abysbfotb, the lOtb dnjt 
ef January, and ibe twentieth yaair^f oiir.Mi9B4^ 
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* Anotlier charter of Robert III. to the monas-' 
ter J of Melrose. — '• Robbrt^ by the grace of 
God King of Scotland^ &c.*— Be it kooyirn to 
jou that wer by the influeoce of divine grace^ 
and for the safety of our souL and for those of 
all our ancestors and predecessors of our king* 
dom^ hare deliberately given and confirmed to 
God^ and to the Virgin^ and religious men^ » 
abbot, and congregation of Melrose, present 
and future, the vrhole entire custom of fifty 
sacks of wool, and the v^hoIe custom of which 
David the Bruce, the illustrious King of the 
Scots, gave and granted to them by his char- 
ter, and which charter our illustrious progeni- 
tor, Robert the Bruce, confirmed to be held for 
ever,^ viz. the whole custom of fifty sacks of 

wool* as allotted to the same religious men, 

• 

without any reduction, and with all liberty to 

the custom itself. The rest of the charter con- 

tains regulations respecting the collection of the 

eusiom, finishing in the usual stile : in testis 

many of this transaction we have ordered our 

•eal to be appended to this charter. Witnesses, 

Wa)i.ter, J* Mather of St Andrew's and Glasgow, 

bishops 9f the churchy Robert of Fife and Men** 
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leitb, our dearest brother^ Archibald of Doug- 
las, and James of Douglas, and Daniel of 
Dalkeiib/ &c. Given at Edinburgh on the 6th 
4ayofthe month of January 1391 years, and 
•the second year of our reign/' 

There are five charters of Patrick, Earl of ^'^^ 
Dunbar, in the custody of Mr David Simpson, ^* 
.jhistoriographer, who got them out of the Earl 
of Morton's charter chest, all granted by Earl 
Patrick (who was married to Ada, natural 
daughter of King William ), to Melrose Abbey> 
confirmed with the consent of his wife Ada, of 
the lands of Redpath, for prayer$ to be said for 
^beir souls, and the souls of their predecessors, 
and for the health of King William, his Queen^ 
and their son Alexander* 

There is likewise in a charter granted by Pe* ^|^* 
tries de Hega, in the end of the reign of Alex* 
ander 11.-—^^ Dominus de Bemerside, with the 
consent of his son John, to the abbot and con* 
vent of Melrose, to pay yearly ten salmon and 
half a stone of wax, for prajers to be said for 
their squIs.^' 



It 4ii»i0, 4li*t,i|i tke jteur l&m 4hwe 
tighty «Mmki .iq tfae «Mi0{7 ; in iM0 IhMe wmb 
miti^niy ; iwA in i649 that e were ««e hiiB^Mt 
liiiijr AfiprlionitfeniHiiified Popery ftboiit Abe Re* 
formatioa*. Tfa^ Miim'iiUjr veceii^ mij 4>^k 
of corn^ three hundred barrels of ale^ and eigh* 
loeto jiog^bmAB of vwine. for ibe serviee^f the 
mMs. liiie^ie^ ^r ibe eoteilaiimieiit of 4timw 
8«^ ^410^ bpH»«^ ccnm^ forty bingBihefli^s of al& 
bKHn^ faii(0ibi^i ef .^ine^ 40001. for the care 
of it^e #ick> and 40(9/. to thofbarber. Mr H0y^ 
ip»bi«*So«tVi SaoTE, pk««e 5A3, caHs «titbe fiMint 
Milne'* ' m4 Wyfthecit mooaitery in Sootlwd. The fol* 
4of9tfig ]ii meU aft^ted bgr JfaMtiiriaDs to baiv 
J^mm ibe rant imwified by tlie meiiiMtei^ <o>f Mn^ 
;i0im> ovbi0b -wm giTea n^ at the (OomoieaoeniMA 
of the Reformation in t^ j/yeadr il^64.:«-«17fiiBf. ip 
inoney^ fourteen chalders nine bolls of wheat, 
^y^% ^balders ^ve boUs ^f 4iarley^ seaonty- 
jG^bt ch^ders tbirteea bolls and ««e ifarlot tof 
im^^, |brty<^bur cbalders and ten hoih of 4^, 
jp^fc^ofK fCapoos^ six hundred and •iwaadgr 
y#ji4tfy^ one hiiadxed and five ^stme hu^t^. 



* Dal}ieU's FngmcDts of ScoUish Hist^iy, p. U> 28. 
says, in the year 1542 there weie 200 monks in Melrose. 



tbceelHiiHifredffMid fiNTtf logid of fwrniUb and .iiV0 

iiWKMrs, «w)w> rwanAcedPti^arjjU; tbe ftelocvwr 
4m^ ff0C;iii«ed each twwiky merks, Iqiu ^oik ^ 
<^heibt> Me cbmblcir of biusl^j, aod twp cbaldc^s 
^ i»0al. i«Ubii Watapou ttbe tdeaii'Of t,be 4AiHp^ 
iex, ^A» nmqylied waUi ^ R^i^smfAim. 

iid to idi&tfiot Mi^jM mere j^edi bij the aro^a^^ ^riuL 
€ir ;by .tb08e 3iibj acts nirlia ipowsMod ftufi^ieat ior 
/flucfuse 4o lObtadu a ^bace for ihemiijeUiis. It afir- 
ffn^u l>y ftiie boundarj chai;t^ fof N.e»i8tead|> 
j^ravted aiter ihe {ftefcMQaiatiQn>>tbatpDe JMiphaal 
.MM A^Qixypedcfitar of AAelcoae, a,DBo doio. J 564. 
A gcaot was afiterwards isade of Melrose ^hhey, 
yi^ih .all 4be 4iuids j^d iitbas ^bereito helat^ug, 
Jbj i((^iieen Maar^^ to r^ames Eari of &otbw;ell 
jaad limke of Oxkmj, wiio«e estates vfexe io(- 
Jfeitiedrfi^r treason. James D,aMgla«t second sqa 
lOf iWilliaoi J^ouglas oi JLocbl&ven^ aitejcwards 
Eari of Mocton^ was aj^pointed commetidator of 
Mf^Of^. Mr Milne> author of the JU'esorip'^ 



^ 
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tion of Melrose Parish, was informed by thf 
Earl of Morton^ that the original charters^ &c« 
panted to the abbey^ were in possession of his 
descendants. A grant of the abbey-lands was 
afterwards made to Sir John Ramsay^ for reseu^ 
ing King James VI. from the attempt made by 
the Earl of Oowry against his life. When the 
abbey was erected into . a temporal lordship ia 
faTour of Ramsay^ Viscount of Haddington^ a 
great part of the lands were given to others ; 
mmH Dumfidelling and Westerkirk were given to 
the Earl of Morton; the baronies of Kyles*- 
mure and Barmure, and the Kirk of Machline^ 
to Lord Loudon; Grange and Grangemure^ to 
Sir James Hay of Fingash; and the Kirk of 
Ochiltree^ with^the teinds of the parish^ to Lcnrd 
Ochiltree. Sir Thomas Hamilton was msede 
Earl of Melrose^ and had three roses for his 
' arms ; which title he afterwards exchanged for 
that of Haddington. The Hamilton-family ob- 
tained a grant from King James VL of a.niim* 
ber of kirk-livings^ which were annexed to the 
crown in the year 1606^ by which it lost one 
*^^% third of its rental ; that family and its friends 
itt^steug also received the lands of Aberborthwick^ 



105 

Paislej. Manual Botbwell^ Haddingtao^ Mel* 
rote> and Lesmabagoe. 

A great part of the lands belonging to the 
monastery of Melrose were likewise granted to 
Walter, Earl of Buccleugh, the Earl of Wig- 
ton, Sir Gideon Murray of Elibank^ William 
Douglas, Esq; of Cavers, and Sir Walter Scott 
of Tbirlstane : but I refer the reader to Milne's 
Bistory of Melrose Parish for a more parti- 
eular account of the different families who ob- 
tained lands belonging to the abbey, it being 
foreign to my purpose to mention them in this 
place. The abbey and land was lately purcha- 
sed by the Duchess of Buccleugh from the fiarl 
of Haddington, and is now in the possession of 
his Grace the Duke of Buccleugh and Queens* 
berry. 

I shall now give an account of the different 
ministers that have been in Melrose parish since 
the Reformation, anno dom. 1560. By an act 
of the General Assembly, Mr Pont was the first 
minister appointed to preach. The next minis* 
ter appointed was Mr John Knox^ nephew of 
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Mr Knox the reformet, who eoaiitmod^to prreaofii 
a considerable time, and died anan^dbiQi 16'^- 
as appears by his grave stone. He was succeed- 
ed by Mr Thomas Forrester/ a poet^ who was 
deposed by the Assembly at Glasgow^ anaor 
Xiine't dom. 1098, for having deelaied that work m%h1f 
toe done on tike Lord's* day> and for bringing^ 
Mir com oat of the fields to his baru'*yard aa 
ff ai day. HSe taught that preaching the word) 
vi^as not m oeoesiary part oC dtfNne woriEAitp^-^tliai 
the rMiKng of tiie Liturgy was preferable to it 
-^^^and t^at no prayers ought to be u^ed but 
•uch as ar^ preBOribed by it. He was likewise 
eharged with Pcypery, and with publicly decla- 
ring, that the reformers ha4 done more harm to 
the Christian religion^ thaa had been done by 
the Popes of Rome for ten ages. In his Litany 
he prayed that the ^' Good Lord would deKvef 
'^ us from all the knock- down race of Knoxes/^ 
He was succeeded by Mr Alexander Scott, an- 
no dom. 1640^ who died the same year. Mr 
Scott was succeeded by Mr David Fletcher> 
who died anno dom. 1665. Mr Fletcher was 
nicceedied by Mr Alexander Bisset^ who died 
anno dom. i6&9. Mf Bieset was racceeded by 



Mr Robert WiUon^ iHrnd Aom. 1690, wbo dl^ 
anno dom* 1719. Mr Wilson was sueeeededby 
Mr Adam Miloe^ anno. dotn. 1711^ wbo died 
Jane 8, 1747* Mr Miine«»wa8 succeeded bj Mr 
Brown^ wfae was succeeds hj Mr M'Claggatt> 
who died August \% 1818, and succeeded by 
Mr Thom^^ out present minister. 

The new cburcb o^ Melrose is situated upoii 
a rising ground^ about a quarter of a mile west 
£rom the Abbey^ and cotnmtod^ a very fyictil-*^ 
resque view; the foundation-stone Was laid upon 
tbeSfst of March 180S> by James l^ringle, Esq« 
of Torwoodle^^ WiUiftm Riddel, Esq. of Lint-^ 
hilL Charles Erskioe> £sq. Melrose, and the . 
Rev. Mr Tl^mson, the present mtnister> who 
cfi^secrated it by prayer, before a great num« 
ber of spectators. The building was finished 
in September 1810, and cost about L.4000; 
The cburcb has a neat small spire, about one 
hundred feet in height;, and the interior being 
executed in a very neat style^ it may be con-^ 
sidered one of the handsomest in the south of 
Scotland; it is eneitcled by a Wall, having a 
light cast'-metal rail upon it, and^ has a prin* 
P 
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cipal sooth gh^ and two other gates. It coa* 
taio& about fifteiea hundred people, and niea- 
surea in the iniida aixt}*£bur feet in Ie«gtbj and 
forty*eight in breadtb# Mr John Sinith> Dae* 
nicfc^ was the architect* 

The town of Melrose^ uiciently called Little 
FordeL is built in the form of a cross, with four 
angles ; a cross ia erected in the centre of it, 
about twenty feet in height, having a flight of 
fi¥e steps> and finishing with a long stone, upoa 
tbe extreme point of which are the remaina of aa 
unicorn, holding the rojal ansa q£ Scotland, and 
a mallet and rose^ with ita date, 164^ : the crosa 
was erected by the Earl of Melrose or Uadding- 
ifm. The town bad formerly the privilege of a 
burgb of regality. A weekly market is held ia 
^e town every Saturday, and tour fairs in the 
year, yiz. one at Martinmas, one at Lammas, one 
on the la&t Wednesday €£ May, and another the 
Thursday before. Easter^ called Skehr Thursday, 
or Schier, Pure Holy, which waa the great fair 
during the reign of Popery^ There k also a cor- 
poration of weavers in the place, established by 
;i charter from John Eart of Haddington, anna 



4oin. 16^, wfaicli ihe^^ call the Seal of CaiiM, 
granting them certain privileges ; a deacon and 
boKHBaster are cfiosen anniiall} at Midiaelniai. 
A Justice ef Peace Court is held here on the 
first ftatarday of every nioiith^ but the princf- 
pal court is at Jedhui^h, the county town, called 
the Sheriff Court There is also a Lodge of 
Free-nasons belonging to St John ; iathe Lodge 
it aa old picture bearing the masons' coaA of 
arms^ with an inscription o^f ^' indeo est omnes 
Jidesf below the arms is John Morvo, first 
"grand^tnaster of St John*s Lodge^ Melrose, aa- 
no« dom, 11^. The members of the Lodge 
walk in procession through the town annuaUy 
on the 27th of December^ attended with music, 
' and decorated with the insignia of free-mason- 
ry* When a member first enters he pays ^ cer-' 
tain sum, and afterwards subscribes io a fuild 
for the support of sick members belonging to 
the society. There is likewise a Priendly^ So- 
ciety here, which is governed by a presideDt, 
secretary, coHector, and* stewards ; members, ^n 
entering into the society, pay a small sum, and 
afterwards contribute one shiiling per quarter 
for the benefit of the fund. The poor belong- 



iqf tD^ the pariib nt well iMked after by Ihe 
elders of the cburcli^ jfk0 repre^eot t^r t^m 
to the 9^mn, who wder a wet^ljf alJew»oee\ 
jfrom the funds of the chureh, aceordii^ to the^ 
oeceisity of the a^plicniits* There is $ library 
in the towB^ called St I^ary'^ Library; a branch 
of Inglis^ Bortfawick^ Gilchrj^tj aud Co^s Buk, 
£dinburgh ; a coffiBe-housej which iwdwts 
Loodoii and provincial newspa^ff s every day of 
jtibe weeh; a post-office; a carrier who gees 
weekly to EdiAburgb ; and a pruM^ipal inp fftr 
ihe accomiQodatioD ofgeptleaieo. Thfi cfm^ 
froin Jedburgh to Edinburgh paries through 
thetown* 

The town of Melroae cei^aws tipwardf of fire 
hundred iiAabiteiits^ and the parish ahQ?e three 
thousand* 

South firomthe town of Melrose u a place 
called the Gallows Brae^ Ibrnierly appropriated 
Ibjr the execution of ofien4^rs> when the con^ 
vent had Uws within itself. Southrwest fromi 
this^ above the village of Dipgleton^ there is a 
place called the Locket* Well^ which formerly 
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flfpfiU^ tht ItfoDastery wiA vsier^ nd was 
cwdvcted firom thence by l^adeo pipes. Above 
Ibif spring va the 6iI4on Hjlls^ the suimnits qf 
which afford a Torjr ioterestin^ iriisw to travel- 
lers^ as they command a prospect of great part 
of Berwiekshiirej Northusoherlaqd^ Teviotdale^ 
and tbe Vow^t of Selkirk. These hiJIs consist 
of three cooic moMotaj^s^ and upoo ihe top of 
t]b# OM thai lies potth east are the re^aii^is of a 
Jjtomao camp^ fortified by two fosses around the 
hil\; th^ Qemtnl'n quarters appears to hav^ 
hten at the top> huts having been placed f round 
it. The remains of several other camps are 
9i$Q $em m tbe neighbourhood^ conaected with 
military roads. The top of the west hill is 
1390 feet above the level of tbe sea^ aad is re- 
ported by tradition to have beeo formerly « 
volcano; which report was probably occasioned 
by the stones that were found upon tbe top of 
tfie hill being lights and the earth of a colour 
resembttng ashes; but whether this has been 
tbe case or not^ I sh^U leave to the deterxnina* 
tioo of others* 
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• • On the north si^e of the middle hiH/near the 
foot of it, is a groye, called Bourjo, where the 
Druids offered their sacrifices, and performed 
their superstitious rites to Jupittr. 

A little to the west of this, ahove Dingleton, 
upon a rising ground, nigh to the centre hilt, 
is a place called the Haly-sing of St Waldavu. 
The pilgrims who came from the south had 
hire the first view of the abbey-church, and of 
the tomb of St Waldevus^ and bowed down and ' 
said their Ave-maries. 

About a mile to the west of Melrose, on the 
south of Tweed^ is the village of Darnick. Iti 
the high road from the Abbey to this place 
there has been another cross, called the High 
Cross, where the pilgrims said their pater-nos- 
ters, when they came by the west. In thi« viU 
lage there are two old towers, belonging to the 
Fishers and Hyton«, names of old standing. 
There is a date upon the Hytons* tower 1569^ 
and I.H.S. for Jesus, the Saviour of men. 
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A tittle to the south of Darmek was a place 
oalled the tile*hoose> vrbere thej made their 
brick aod tile for the use of the Monastery^ of 
which there are some times pieces of it founds 
Itightjr glazed. Soath from that again is a 
place called Chiefs-wood. It is a little neat 
habitatioD^ rather inclined to the romantic^ a 
burn passing the front of the house; and high* 
tr up^ on its sloping wooded banks> is a place 
called Huntlie-born house. This spot is very 
ueat^ especially the hanging gardens^ which 
beautiftiliy slop down on each side of the buro> 
connected by wooden bridges^ and winding 
walks^ the whole having a very fine appearance. 
Farther up the burn or clugb> it takes the 
name of Huntlie wood> or Rhymer's Glen. 
The bum draws its resources from a beautiful 
sheet of water> about two miles in circumfe- 
rence, called the Caldshiels Locb« Standing 
upon the side of the north hill, which immedi- 
fitely overlooks the loch, you will perceive its 
channel to run for about twenty feet into it, 
when it suddenly becomes black as pitch, and 
unfathomable as the crater of a volcano. Upon 
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«lie iouth-etflt Mi. aA^wmg to ih6 \^\ tte ibe 
remaiM of • large camp, odled the Roimi^ 
ibouts. 

The refltowaed preprietor hath laid put t1|if 
ground into beautiful thrtrii^ plaatatiom. asd 
terpentiae walki. extending down to Abbott*^^ 
lord house, which it about a mile to the north; 
and is the snatuiitr residence of the celebrated 
author. Sir Walter Scott. Baronet. It is a de« 
lightful situation, upon the slope of a hill, the 
Tweed flowing by. also adorned with beauti^ 
fut thriving plantations. It] is a corious look- 
ing house, inclining to the Gothic, with a steeple 
upon it. and finished with a balustred of stone. 
The interior is fitted up in the Gothic stile with 
a Tariety of grotesque looking figures ; a col- 
lection of pictures, both of romance and histwy : 
a beautiful armory, containing madcrup figures, 
equipt from head to foot in their full deess of 
steel-mail; a great collection of ancient swordv 
some of them two banded^ battle-axes, sneck 
bowes. guns, pistols, and ancient curiosities, too 
tedious to enumerate. 
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About a mile above Daroick to tbe west« on 
the south side of the Tweed, stands Bridge-end, 
a place noted for having a draw-bridge over 
the Tweed«^ ( I remember of seeing the rematp^ 
of one of the piers. ) There had been three 
pillars, and in the center one there had been a 
chain to draw up the bridge, and a small house 
for those who kept the bridge and received the 
custom. On this same pillar Mr Miine observes, 
were the arms of the Pringles of Galashiels. 

Mr Milne says, there has been a plain way 
from this bridge through the muirs to Soutra^ 
hill, called Girthgate, for Soutra was an hos- 
pital, founded by Malcolm IV. for the relief 
of pilgrims, and poor and sickly people, and 
had the privilege of a sanctuary^ as girth sig- 
nifieth. A little to the south from Bridge«end, 
on the south side of the road to Selkirk, there 
are the remains of % camp to be seen, called 
Castlestead. It is said that it extended a mile 
tad a half in circuMference, and was supplied 
with water from Tweed, and two wells near the 
camp, Whitehill well and St John's well. 

Q 
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About two raiiles from Melrose to the north 
west> on tBe property of Lord Somerville^ is ^a 
place called the Fairy Dean^ or Nameless Deao^ 
well worthy of a Tisit from the curious ; which 
probably derived its naibe from a production 
produced in the side of a precipice or brae^ be- 
ing formed of various stones resembling guns^ 
butter-caps^ cradles with children in them^ but- 
tons, bonnets, and the like, (and said to be the 
workmanship of the fairies. ) These stones are 
mostly found after great falls of rain, which 
wash them into the rivulet below, and are no 
doubt the petrifactions of some mineral water* 
This rivulet is called Ellwand or Allan water ; 
and by travelling three miles to the north, fol- 
lowing the course of the water are to be seen 
two ancient towers, Golmsly and Hilslop, the 
latter bearing a date upon the door-head 1&S5. 
It was inhabited by Hugh Cairncross, the un- 
doubted representor of this ancient family sinee 
the death of Mr Alexander Cairncross, Arch* 
bishop of Glasgow, and after Ihe Revolution 
Bishop of Rapho in Ireland. Colmsly, with- 
in a short space of the other, was the ancieit 
seat of the Cairncrosses, where thdrarms are to 



be seen cm a medera l)i)UM$, m»ce9t i^ibfi old 
tower^ a sUf'srh^a^ cr^t^ a^nd th«^ letters H» 
or i89i. and <(f. for Walter Oi^ijPf^crpis^ wIm^ b^A 
been the erecter of theip. I fppnid l^b^ ow 
Pre^bjteriap cburch was iritbio the Al>be]f» an 
old seat belongii^ to the Caifiipros^p^ With tbi^M^. 
coat of arms upon it^ yjiz. a sbifs}d with # #tag> 
head dexter^ a hunting born swiste^j and fL sj^ 
nister bend betwixt the two^ with three scollops 
in the bend^ and the datp 1625. ^bis £^9^7 
bad a great i9terest in the pviaii an^ otbut jj^'' 
places. Tbey laj claim to Ro^e^rt P^i|ri;icroy8, 
BishQp of Ross^ treai urer and Abbot of H,^lj^ 
roodhpuse in Kuig Jaqaes Yth's time. At mU 
slop there is a jroad called tbe Abbey-gat^i pi}n 
gjrims having continually travelle4 too and froq) 
^elrose> because it was one of the four hfi^^ 9^'^ 
grin^ages of Scotland. There has been a chapf | . 
upon C9ljB{slj-biIL the ruins of which arc yc^ 
to be Beer^ ; and it is said that it ha4 been dedjiT 
cated to Columbo> Abbot of Hii. But it is as 
likel J to baye been one of the resting places foi; 
the pilgrims^ when thej came from Soutra hos^ 
pital, to prepare themselves before the^ took 
the journey for Melrose. 
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Ofipofiie to ColoMlj^tower stand tl^ raivs 
•f LadgshaW^ and a modern bimtiiig bouae be- 
iM^iiig to Mr Baillte of Jerviswood^ wbo is the 
proprietor of the barony^ The romaiiGe of the 
Moaasterjr is lupposed to originate from Colmf-' 
ty and Hilslq> towers^ and the Fairie I>eta to ^ 
be the plaee where the white woman appeared 
to Gleodinmng^ Ac. 

Gattonside is a Tillage opposite Melrose^ im 
Ibe north side of the Tweed. There had been 
a fine chapel in this place^ all built of hewn- 
stone^ near the vlcarVbouse. This person h 
called the name^ because some of his prede* 
cessors feued the vicarage-tithes of this town, 
from the commendatory though others say that 
they had a gift of them^ before the Reforma* 
Mi]M*« ttoo, from Abbot Durie> one of that ffmuly 
haTittg married his natural daughter. The 
people here^ in digging and ditching their yards, 
adjoining to where the chapel stood^ find scTe* 
ral TaultSj a great many hewn-stones and leaden 
pipes^ by which it appears^ that in the time of 
Popery they had been buildings of consequence. 
On the south part of this town was the Grange 



tbmi fbrdtm mentimM, which at this time is cal* 
led the Gi^ange-gate. 

' To the w^ftt of OattoBside there is a place cal* 
led Ihie Thythe-jrard. Above this there was a 
fine ordbard belon^iag to the Abbej^ consisting 
of abote five acres of ^ound. There is the 
eellary meadow^ beiobgiDg to the celkristof the 
Convent ; and on the east aide of the town is a 
aieadow^ called the Abbot's meaddiv. On the 
top of Oattowhle-hill there has been a large 
camp ; it has a rampier around it of stone about 
lialf a ipiie in compass. There is a plain en* 
tf J to it frcmi the westward to the east. Near to 
this tBmp there is a place called the Rounda- 
bouts^ owing to its circular 6gure. 

About half a mile from this camp to the east^ 
on thfe bead of the hilU there has been a large 
camp with a deep ditchj snid to extend about 
three quarters of a mile in circumference^ caU 
led the Chester-know* To the east of this is 
Drygraoge^ about two miles from Melrose^ be-- 
i^S a griinarj to receive the dry grain for the 
use of the Monastery. In the reign of King 
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JamM V. DaTidjbLUligavir^.of V>tjp(M^ re- 
ceived a charter from the Abbot and CoAyeot 
of Melrose to the lands of Drygrange^ for his 
]^** spMial fleiTTiee in tesistiag, at the hawrd c^ his 
Ufe^ depredators and robbets of the dongittlqps 
of Mehrose. It fa to be observed^ tbiki tbs oa)** 
hirer or butler of tbo grain was a.pfofituble 
office^ thi^ having many buids ass^ned tlMQl>< 
particularly at Darnidi, calfed yet the CeJlti-* 
ry^lands. Drygrange is a very bi^aiitifttl ftliM^ 
upon the banks of the Tireed and the vr^Ut qS 
Loader. Formerly there was a fly^boM th«t 
crossed the Tweed hece> but the. bridge aoHl 
vtands in its place. It consists of Ibwt ar« 
dbes> and the centre oae i^s 105 fett in Xh^ spaVii 
built by Mr Alexander Stevens^ architect,. 

About tW9 miles from Melrose by the sMih 
castas a little village called Eildon, vrbete 
thero was another granary belos^ng to the Ab- 
bey. To the west from this village, on^ .the 
south side of the eartern Eildon hilly is Eilddu* 
hall House, pleasantly situated on the sloping 
of the hill^ and embosomed among beavtiCul 
thriving plantations. The wells about here have 



been much frequfeti((^d aSf nit^rciniil^ beiti^a^^ 
V^reigti temeij agtiinst atijr leprotis disorder. 

At Melrose there are settsral eonseerated 
Mrelk, such as St Robert's^ 8t He)eti% and St 
DunstaD% which are made use of at; a sd¥^ 
reign reiriedy j^r differetit disteitipers« 



The top of the Et]d(^n bilk commands a yitw 
for about thirty mites aroutid. A person statid* 
iilg upoil this ctvitte of the eastern hiH %te^ to 
th* iti>rth^ for th6 fow ground, the town and 
splendid Abbey of Melrose, togfethef w4lh its 
beautiful vale, and the sloping hills^ descend- 
ing gradually td the fiver Tweed> ^h^ islieen 
sweeping from east to west through the fertile 
valley of Melrose, fortaiing semicircular wind- 
ings^ but losing its^f at certain ^stances, and 
a.^ii!i appearing at the crescent of I>ryburgbi 
and mites beyond it, till it i« entirely hid frowi 
-the^ye. TlieviHage of Gattonside and hills next 
come in the view; beyo*d to the eart is the 
peak df Blackhill, and adjoining (6 C0<v^(len* 
JkQow$4iil^ ^vHiere originates that plaitiiKiv^song 
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ilie broom of Cowdeaknows. To tlie north 
from here is the village of Earlston^ the birth 
place of Thomas the Rhymer. By the eye fol- 
lowing the course of the Leader-^aterj their 
comes in view the house of ChapeU and the 
plantations of Carolside^ including the Soutra 
and the distant Lammermuir^hilts^ which tet^ 
minates the northern view. To the north east 
from the Eildon hills is the village of Newstead^ 
Drygrange-faouse^ and its beautiful plantations. 
Below to the east^ is that romantic spot of Old 
'Melrose and Glads wood j that hath a charming 
effect^ both by the colouring of the rocks> and 
the diversification of its foliage. 

To the torth west from the Eildon hills is 
the village of Darnick, Lord Somerville's pa- 
vilion house^ with its wooded banks^ slopiqg 
into the water of Allan ; and beyond is the hilb 
of Colmsly and Hilslpp; west from this is Gala* 
shiels^ that famous manufacturing town of broad- 
€loth> Torwoodlee house and dark green plan-^ 
tations^ the black ci^ed hill above Galashiels^ 
the Magelt hill,, the Buckholm hilU^ and Pee- 
bles-shif e hills^ finishef h the^distant view« 
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Mostly to the wett^ b^w the werstern Eildon* 
hill is V^\yAefin^ forqierly the r asidence of tbe 
Builds of Rosbttrgh; to the Qdrib west fronie 
this eooie in \iew Caldshiels^locb> aad. th^ 
hlih adjpini^g Ab4>ot8fofd5 together vrith t\» 
more diirtmalrblaisk heathy Baoufxtaiosof the Fo^ 
cefit of Selkirkshire. Relow the ewtero hill oailm, 
aouth^ is BildoQ-hall House andt gcirdea lor tbe 
fbfe part> beyoad it is the Till&[f e of Bowdes^, 
Hie residence of Andrew. SQott> tbepa^torid poet^ 
Bowden cbutjcfa^ the T^iilted. fuaefaUpl|M>e of 
tli« Dukes of jQtotburgh. Adjaceot is Krippi** 
laW'-bouse^ Elliston> Cavers;. I»iiitbiU^ Riddles 
a^Eid the vUl^ge of LUliealeafi alLmost cbajroaif 
in^y laid tmt ioto ovltivated fields^ apd diverBi« 
fied w itb rural scenery; more distant is Minto* 
hill^ with its cragSj the place of seecMrity for 
tb^ famous outlaw called Barnhillff ; beyond it 
ifithat picturesque bill called Ruberslaw^ wbicli 
w^as H principal tesort for tbe banditti c^U^tf 
fl^oss-troopers. The. town of Hawick liesto tbe 
west from bere^. and the view is lost with tbt 
distant Ltddisdale and Cheviot mountaius* 
Sff^tb from Eildon hills is that spot of: ground 
called Lilliards-Edge^ or Ancruni Muir^ wber% 
R 
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a battle was fought betwixt the Scots and Eng:- 
lish A. D. 1545; adjoiniiig is a hill called Pe- 
nieUheugh^ and a monument erected upon it^ in 
f emenpbrance of the battle of Waterloo ; far*^ 
ther to the south is Dunyon hill^ and the town 
of Jedburgh. The eye is now lost by the great, 
chain of mountains that divide Scotland and 
England^ called the Cheviot hills. At the foot 
of the eastern Eildon hill ar^ the villages of Eil- 
don^ Newton^ and Lesudden. The splendid 
scenery of Dryburgh ne^t strikes the eye^ tbii 
chain-bridge, the temple of the muses/ the 
eolossial statue of Wallace, the ruins of the 
abbey, and picturesque scenery around, has a 
noble effect. Adjoining is the ancient tower of 
Bimerside, and beyond is the romantic tower of 
Smallhoira, where that beaut i fill ballad origin 
nates, called The eve of St John. Farther dis- 
tant to the east, following the course of the 
Tweed, is to be seen the distant scenery of Kelso, 
and Roxburgh castle. North from Kelso is 
Hume castle, where many a heroic adventure 
took place. A governor of the castle, when Oli- 
ver Cromwell sent him a summons to surren- 
der, answer^d,^ 
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'' TJiat I Willie Wastle. stand firm in ma castle, 
** That a' the dogs o* Lis town, sail not drive Wllie 
" Wastle down." 

As far as tlie 9je can reach to the east it is skir- 
ted with sipall hills^ and terminates the view ^y 
bout tb^ scenef'y of Bei^wick. 

At the foet of EUdon hills^ above Melrose^ 
is a place called Huntlie-brae^ where Thomas 
the Rhymer and the Queen of Fairies frequent- 
ly met^ according to tradition. A little to the 
east of this is the trysting-tree stone. 
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